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Hifforical Regifter. 
PRES A Cae ee NEN 
NuMBER LXXVII. 

TTT Ti Tei tire tt et tte et ote 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


ly affe&t either the Honour or Intereft of 
4 Great Britain, as the Conduct of thofe Gen- 


Z them in the great Council of the Nation ; 
% we fhall, prior to all other Affuirs, conti- 


nue the Debates in the 7th Seflion of the laft Parliament s 
and entitely dedicate this 77th Number of our Hi/foric, i 
Regifier to Parliamentary Proceedings. 

‘ We clofed Number 76, with Lor ate NA LE] SELLS 


Speech on a Motion made by W. m B2zk ley, Efas 

hat Leave be given to bring ina Bill for repealing the 
Septennial Att, and for the aa Ve meeting and 
calling Parliaments ; but “ Si n, Mem- 
ber for M27AL__ th in Moke againft the 
Motion ea his pote fpoke in Saver of it, we 
think ourfelves obliged to infert his Speech in the Begin- 
ning of this Number, tho’ it was inadvertently left out 
of the Jaft, that we may continue that Impartiality, 
which is promis’d in our Title Page, and which hes 
hitherto fu confefledly reigned throughout the whole 
Courfe of this Work. 


Sir THs ROPES» 
SIR, 


Gannot content myfelf with barely giving a Negative 
to this Propfition, but muft beg your Indulgence in 
offering a few Reafons which will induce me to be 
aggint it ; and to makt two or three Obfervaticns upon 


whag 
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what was tallen from the honourable Gentlemen who 
lave introduced and {poke in Favour of it. 

In my Opinion, we fhould fix the Duration of Par- 
liaments to a fhorter or a longer Period, according as 
*twill promote the Welfare of the Nation, and fupport 
and flrengthen our prefent Conftitution 3; and when that 
is once fixed, the Confideration, whether the Thing be 
popul.r or unpopular, or whether it may be confonant 
to the Praétice of our Ancetlors, ought not to influence 
any Gentleman in giving-his Vote. 

It has been faid by the honourable Gentleman who 
fp»ke firtl, that the renewing of the Triennial Bill, will 
Jeffen the, Expences at Eleftions. I think nothing is 
more demonttrable, than that frequent EleStions will 
always occafion frequent Expences, and other Irregula- 
rities tod notorious not to lie within the Compafs of 
every Man’s Obfervation ; and that Men’s Minds, which 
never fail to be inflam’d in a Conteft between two Par- 
ties, will always preferve thofe Heats in View of a 
quick Return of ele&ting: That thefe and many other 
Inconveniencies can be fairly charged .on Triennial Elec- 
tions is indifputably true ; and if Septennial Parliaments 
do not entirely remove thefe Evils, at leaft they mitti- 
gate their Influence. ee ; 

Gentlemen have urged, that Expences. at Elestions 
are voluntary ; this is, indeed, in fome Meafure true 
but by this Alteration of the Law, the Temptation will 
never be at a great Diftance ; the Opportunity for Cor- 
ruption, Idlenefs and Debauchery, will happen once in 
three Years, inftead of once in feven; for I am affraid 
the Law we have lately made, which the honourable 
Gentleman who made the Motion, has taken Notice of,, 
cannot yet have produced the good Effest we expected 
from it: Reformations of any Kind cannot be brought 
about on a fudden, efpecially in Things of this Nature, 
where the lower Clafs of the People are Parties con- 
cern’d. 

The Law for Triennial Parliaments continued in Force 
for 22 Years: In that Time many Inconveniencies were 
found to arife from it ; and it was likewife found, that 
in many Refpeéts it did not anfwer the End for which it 
was made. I think it lies upon thofe Gentlemen who 
are Advocates for this Propofition, and which ought te 
be the Foundation of their Arguments in fupport of it, 
to fhew us what the Evils are which are attendant upon 
Septeni:ial Parliaments, and how they would be oemnne 
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by the Alteration propofed: If they had done this, if 
any fuch Thing could be done, the Argument would 
have fome Weight.; but to me this appears fo far frou 
being the Cafe, that on the contrary, how many goed 
Laws have paffed in Favour of the Subject, how little 
Reafon have the People of England to be difpleafed with 
the AGiions of their Reprefentatives fince the Sc prennial 
A took Place, which is 18 Years ago? What is done 
within every Man’s Memory, cannot be liable to any 
Mifreprefentation. Hiflories of former Parliaments, or 
of paft Times, may be partially related ; but our own 
Experience cannot deceive us; and I appeal to thofe 
who now hear me, whether we have yet had any Rea- 
fon to complain of the Conduét of Septenuial Parlia- 
ments, 

And befides, there is no Mifchief can be done the 
Subje& in a Septennial Parliament, which may not be 
done in a Triennial ; but on the contrary, the ihort Du. 
ration of a Triennial, will not allow fufficient Time to 
the:compleating many good Undertakings, which may 
be accomplifhed by a Septennial; Mifchief being of its 
own Nature of quick Growth, and foon brought to Ma 
turity ; whereas Schemes for a general Good, ripen by 
flow Degrees, and require a Length of Time in rearing 
up to Perteétion. 

Gentlemen have brought Arguments in Support of 
this Propofition from the Praftice and Laws of our Fore- 
fathers, and deduce the Expediency of the Triennial Bill, 
‘from the original Formation of our Conftitution. Fo: 
my Part, I do not comprehend what is meant by our old 
Conftitution, and therefore when Gentlemen make Ufe 
of the Expreffion, Our Old Conftitution, 1 mutt look upon 
#t as an indefinite Term, which can admit of no dire& 
Anfwer : But would they fix it to a Reign, or to any 
certain Number of Years, I could undertake to thew, 
that in no Period of Time they fhall fix on, fince the 
Conqueft, we ever had fuch an one as we fhould be now 
willing to fubmit to, and reft fatisfy’d with: I know of 
no fettled Conftitution ’till the Revolution ; ’tis from 
that happy Period I date our having any at all. It may 
indeed be agreeable to the ancient Laws of the Realm, 
- that there fhould be frequent Parliaments, that is, that 
Parliaments fhould be frequently holden ; but from 
whence will Gentlemen prove, that it has been eflablifh’d 
as a fundamental Maxim in what is call’d our old Con- 
flitution, that there fhould ee frequent Elections ; fure 
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at leaft I am, if the Nature of our Conftitution requir’d 
that there fhould be fuch, the Pra&tice of our Anceftors 
has not alwavs correfponded with it. 

It would be a tedious Task to fhew in what Manner 
Parliaments have been called and holden, and to trace 
out. of the Variations of our Laws, or rather Pra€tice, 
in this Refpe&, fince the Conqueft, 200 Years after 
which, I believe, there wasno fuch Thing in Being as 
a Houfe of Commons, at leaft, if there was any fuch + 
Affembly, they met but very feldom : But Gentlemen’s 
Thoughts will prevent me in what I could offer on this 
Head, and therefore 1 fhall not enter into a Detail of 
Particulars, with which many others may be much bet- 
ter acquainted ; only, in general, I will venture to fay, 
that from the earlieft Records of Time to the Revolu- 
tion, the Crown made Ufe of their Prerogative fo far 
with Regard to Parliaments, that the People never knew 
when there would beanew Ele@ion, or how long the 
Power, they gave their Reprefentatives when eleéted, 
might be continued to them: If we look back into our 
Hiftory, we fhall find, in fume Reigns, Parliaments cho- 
fen by the People, and diffolved by the Crown, before 
they were fuffer’d to meet at all; in other Reigns, a 
very long Intermiffion of Parliaments ; and in others 
again a Parliament perhaps in Being, but for many Years 
fuccefively not once fuffer’d to fit. Thefe were real 
Grievanees ; and in this reforming Age, wé feem to be 
as uneafy, and as fond of taking Precautions againft 
imaginary Dangers, as ever our Anceftors were about 
providing againft thofe that were real. 

My worthy Friend and Contemporary at the Univer- 
fity, who feconded the Motion, has fhewn the Praétice 
of feveral of our former Kings in this Particular, and 
indeed has fpoken in Favour of the Motion, with fo 
much Decency and Weight, that it requires one much 
better skill’d than Iam in our Engli/; Hiflory and Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings, to do the fame Juftice to the other 
Side of the Queflion ; but he has quoted two Reigns, 
which wilJ!, in my Opinion, both turn againft the 
Motion he has fo handfomely fupported. Thefe are 
the Reigns of King Charles I. and King Charles H. but 
before I take Notice of them, give me Leave to mention 
another Reign, I mean that of Queen Elizabeth, which 
both the worthy Gentlemen have very prudently avoided 
mentioning on this Occafion, tho’ it be a Reign that is 
feldom forgot to be brought upon the Carpet, when a 
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Comparifon is to be made made, in order to depreciate 
the A&tions and Meafures of the prefent Times: In the 
long Reign of that Queen, a Reign which lafled 44 Years, 
there were in all but ten Parliaments chofen, in thefe 
ten Parliaments there were but 13 Seffions, and, except 
the laft, never any one of thefe Sefions gontinu’d many 
Weeks together. Befides, however glorious the Reign of 
that Princefs may be in other Refpeéts, yet it is certain, 
that in many Inftances fhe ufed her Parliaments in fuch 
a Manner, as, I hope, we fhall never fee Parliaments 
treated for the future. 

As for the Reign of King Charles I. I little expe&ted 
that Reign would have been introduced in this Debate, 
efpecially by thofe who are Advocates for this Queftion ; 
for furely that Reign ought to be buried in Oblivion, by 
thofe who would plead for the Liberty of the Subjeét, 
and are for leffening the Prerogative of the Crown ; be- 
caufe, in no preceding Reign was the laft carry’d higher, 
or the other in greater Danger of being utterly fubverted 
and deftroy’d. Were it neceflary for the Point Iam 
contending for, I would undertake to prove, that as long 
as he had any Power, he was daily attempting, by his 
Prerogative, to have made Parliaments ufelefs ; and 
therefore I fhall eafily agree with the honourable Gen- 
tleman, that he neglefted calling frequent new Parlia- 
ments ; but give me, Leave further to obferve, that du- 
ring that King’s Reign, no Parliament was called, there 
was not fo much as one in Being, no, not for 12 Years 
together; during which Time, Hiftory does not give the 
moft favourable Account of him with Refpeét to his 
feveral Attempts on the Liberties of his Subjeéts, which 
the honourable Gentleman has put a very handfome Glofs 
upon, by faying that thefe Attempts were made by the 
Advice of Sycophants and Flatterers :Whoever the Authors 
were, the Faéts are true, and the Confequences, had they 
not been prevented, muft have proved fatal ta the Rights 
of the People. When I have faid this, I would not have it 
underftood as if I approv’d of the Steps afterwards taken, 
by which that unfortunate Prince was brought to his 





-. tragical and untimely End; but as his, Fate ought to be 


a Warning to all future Princes, not to make any En- 
croachments upon the Liberties or Privileges of the Sub. 
je&, fo it ought to be a Warning to all thofe who are 
true Lovers of our €onftitution, to be extreaml y cautious 
of introducing any new Regulations or unneceffiry A- 
mendments, And this I take to be a Leffon much more 
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proper for the prefent Queflion than that which my ho- 
nourable Friend has been pleafed to recommend to us 
from the Fate of that Prince ; fince the Queflion is not 
now about complimenting the Crown with any new or 
extravagant Powers, nor about denying the People any 
of thofe Rights which they are entitled to by Law. 

I was equally furprifed to hear the Long Parliament 
of King Charles II. (which continu’d 17 Years) fo much 
as mentiun’d by thofe who are for fhort’ning the Dura- 
tion of Parliaments ; for, in my Opinion, the Condu& 
of that Parliament, if it proves any Thing, thews, that 
the long Duration of a Parliament does not neceffarily 
make it entirely fubfervient to the Will of the Prince. 
Tho’ that Parliament has fince been treated with great 
Indignity, tho’ I will not now take upon me to deter- 
mine whether it deferved the Ufage it has met with 
from fome People ; yet I think I may fay, that a Majo- 
rity of the Members thereof, efpecially towards the End 
of it, were fleady in the Support of the Liberties of the 
People ; and had not they made a noble Stand againft the 
Attempts of the Crown in thofe Days, we fhould not 
now have been debating this Point. 

Thus, the Inflance of this Parliament, if it proves 
any Thing, I fay, proves that the Parliament which 
fate the longeft ever any did in Evgland, could not be 
influenced by the Crown to come -into Meafures incon- 
fiftent with the Liberties of the People: And if Gentle- 
men will but recolle& the Annals of that Parliament, 
they will find that it was more fubfervient to the Court, 
the firft, fecond, and third Years, than it was the fixth 
or feventh ; and it was lefs fo the eleventh or twelfth, 
than it was the ninth or tenth: And I agree with the 
honourable Gentleman, the further it remov’d from its 
Original, the better Title the Members acquired to the 
Denomination of Veteran Troops, which he has been 
pleafed to compare them to 3 but this Title they merited 
for a Reafon very different from what he has afigned : It 
was not becaufe they knew no other Command but from 
the Perfon who gave them their Pay, but it was becaufe 
they became every Day more and more obfervant of their 
Duty, more watchful over the Liberties of their Fellow 
Subjects, and lefs traétable to the Meafures of the Court 5 
infomuch that at lait, by their perfevering in an honef 
Oppofition to thofe Meafures, they forced their owa 
Diffolution ; and this always has been, and always mu 
be the Cife as to all Bodies of the fame Men, when long 
keps 























N°LXXVII for the Year 1735. 7 


Kept together, and attempted to be feduced by Bribery 
and Corruption ; for few Men are fo entirely debauched 
and abandon’d to Shame, but that fooner or later they 
will be a€tuated by the Love of Virtue and Publick 
Good, which will at laft make them flubbornly refiil the 
. Defigns of a profligate Court againft the Liberties of 
their Country : And this was certainly the Cafe as to 
that Parliament, otherwife King Charles would not fo 
eafily have parted with a Parliament he had been fo long, 
and with fo much Expence, endeavouring to form to his 
own arbitrary Views; therefore, if any Argument is 
to be drawn from this long Parliament, it may certainly 
be made Ufe of as the flrongeft Reafon why a Septennial 
Parliament fhould be preferred toa Triennial. 

Asa further Proof that the Balance of Power in the 
State, is demonftrably more in Favour of the People in 
a Parliament that hath its Duration for feven Years, 
than in ene. chofen every third Year; and that the 
Crown will always have lefs Influence in a Steptennial 
than a Triennial Parliament : Let; us but recolleét what 
has happen’d ever fince the Septennial Law took Place ; 
as the honourable Gentleman who [poke laft has already 
obferved, does not Experience thew us, that every Sef- 
fion will increafe an oppofing Party? Has it not been 
hitherto always found, that the Party againft the Court 
has, in every fifth or fixth Seffion, been more in Num- 
ber than it was the fecond or third? And as no Step has 
been made to increafe either the Prerogative or Power of 
the Crown ever fince Septennial Parliaments have had a 
Being, why fhould we go about to make an Alteration 
in that Part of our Conftitution, from which we have 
never yet felt the leaft Inconvenience ? Might not there- 
fore a Defire to. revert back to the Praftice of our Ance- 
ftors in this Particular, be compared to a Man in his full 
Growth and Strength, defiring to return back to his 
Childhood . / 

It has, indeed, been infinuated by both the honoura- 
ble Gentlemen who have fpoken of the other Side of the 
Queflion, that undue Influence has been attempted in 
Ele&tions; that Money hes been fent down from the 
Treafury togain Returns from Boroughs.in the Country ; 
by which the EleGlions have been rendred fo expenfite to 
the Country Gentlemen that it is with great Difficulty 
they can.from: their private Fortunes fupport fuch Ex- 
pence, or withftand fuch Influence ; and this is indeed 
the principal Argument I have yet heard made Ufe of in 
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Support of this Queftion : Tho’ Tam no Way privy to, 
nor do I believe that any fuch Praétices have been lately 
attempted; yet upon this Occafion, I will for Argument’s 
Sake fuppofe it to be true; I will fuppofe that the 
Court does intermeddle in Eleétlons, and that Sums of 
Money have been fent into the Country for that Purpofe s 
but how this comes to be owing to Septennial Parliaments 
¥ cannot comprehend: Would it not be as much in the 
Power of the Court to intermeddle in the Ele&tions for a 
Triennial, as in thofe for a Septennial Parliament 2 And if 
a Country Gentleman can fcarce bear up againft thefe 
Praétices when he has fix Years Refpite to recover of the 
Expences and Trouble he may have been put to by fuch 
Attempts on his Borough ; for God’s fake! How will it 
ftand with him when the Battle is to be fought every 
three Years? Surely he will be then much lefs able to 
bear fuch Expences, or to withftand fuch Influence; 
and therefore if the Court ever has endeavoured, or if it 
ever fhould endeavour to influence Ele&tions by the 
Force of Money, that Influence would be much more 
dangerous in Triennial than in Septennial Eleétions ; from 
whence I rouft be of Opinion, if this Queftion thould 
fuceeed, it might in Time more effe&tually eftablifh the 
abfolute Power of the Crown, and deftroy the Liberties 
of the People, that any other Method that could be 
thought of. ° 

The worthy Gentleman who made the Motion has 
told us, that an Annuity forfeven Years is more valua- 
ble than an Annuity for three, and from thence he feem- 
to iafer, that a Septennial Parliament muft be more expen- 
five than a Triennial, in the fame Progortion as an Annu- 
ity for feven Years deferves a better Confideration than 
an Annuity for three: But he does not confider that a 
Parliament for feven Years ig above twice the Dura- 
tion of one for three 3 fe that if Triennial Parliaments 
were to come in the Place of Septennial, a Man mutt be 
thrice chofen before he can continue fo long in this Houfe 
as he would do were he to be chofen for feven Years at 
once ; and itis certain that the Expences or the Purchafe 
(if with him we fuppofe fuch Purchafes) of three, or 
even of two Eleétions for Triennial Parliaments, will al- 
ways amount to more than the Expences or the Purchafe 
of one Ele&tion for a Septennial. 

If then the Expenfivenefs of Ele&tions be one of the 
Evils attendant on Septennial Parliaments, it is certain 
the changing of them into Triennial, will be — 
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from removing that Evil, that it will neceffarily increafe 
it.. And I believe fome Gentlemen will, in another 
Particular, find their Expe€tations as little anfwer’d by 
the prefent Motion: I mean, that they will not find it 
fo popular a Motion among the generality of Electors as 
fome of them may imagine. It may, indéed, pleafe 
thofe of the Populace who have no Votes, who are fond 
of Noife and Buftle, and who would be glad of any 
Change by which they might have a more frequent 

Chance to get drunk and be idle. It may alfo be agree- 
able to the Jower and meaner Sort of our Eleftors, who 
have heretofore perhaps too often made their Market on 
fuch Occafions 3 but to the honeft Shop-keeper, and the 
quiet and fair Trader, who have no other Views but fo 
gain a comfortable Subfiftence, by carrying on their re- 
fpeftive Trades, and to the better Kind of our Freehol- 
ders, and to the Gentry.in general ; to all thofe Sorts of 
Men, in fhort, whofe Inclinations we ought to have the 
chief Regayd to, the propofing of this Bill will be found, 

I believe, not to be a very proper Way of paying court. 

‘The whorthy Gentlemen who have fpoken on the 
other. Side of the Queftion, make a very partial Use of 
our ancient Conftitution, when they plead for a fhorter 
Duration of Pazliaments, becaufe in former Times, Ins 
ftances may be found of frequent Eleétions, but forget : at 
the fame Time to remind us of the different Situation of 
our Affairs, both at home and .abroad, Mutt not proper 
Allowances be made for the feveral Changes which have 
gnce happen’d in our Conftitution, and the different Re- 
lations we now bear to foreign Nations! For without a 
Parity of Circumftances, Gentlemen cannot reafonably 
expeét an Equality of Confequences. 

Formerly Parliaments fat but ten, fifteen, or twen- 
ty Days, and difpatch’d all the Bufinefs they "had before 
them in that Time; we now fit four or five Months, 
and find fuficient Employment ; the Reafon of this 
Difference is obvious ; our Government has fince gone 
through fo many Changes, and the Riches and Com- 
merce of this Nation have fo much increafed, that this 
Houfe is now engaged in a much larger Circle of Bufi- 
nefs ; and at the fame Time hath afferted a Right to fc- 
veral Powers in the State, which, till within thefe 100 
Years, the Crown has often contetted : May not Gentle- 
men as well infer, becaufe fome Parliaments in fornier 
Times have fat but 20 Days, that we ought now to fols 
low their Pra&tice if this Particular, as to plead fora 
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fhorter Duration of Parliaments, becaufe there may be 
found Inftances of annual Eleétions in remote Ages. 

Would Gentlemen, who {peak fo favourably of ancient 
Times, have our Parliaments brought again to be entire- 
ly upon the fame Foot they were formerly’? Surely, no! 
As the Law now ftands, the Crown cannot poffibly pro- 
long a, Parliament beyond feven Years ; and as the Af- 
fairs of the Publick are now difpofed, it muft neceffari- 
ly meet every Year. Formerly the Crown could keep 
a Parliament in Being without any Limitation of Time 
for their Diffolution, and, as I have faid before, did 
fometimes prevent them, tho’ ele&ted, from ever meet- 
ing; nay, at other Times, there has been for many 
Years together a total Intermiffion of Parliaments. I 
therefore really think, no one can make the leaft Compa- 
sifon on this Head ; at leaft, I fuppofe the worthy Gen- 
tlemen would not be willing to return to the Praétice of 
preceding Times in thefe Particulars. 

In fhort, I think the Septeunial Act as well adapted to 
our prefent Conftitution, as well calculated to anfwer 
the Purpofes, and fecure the Freedom of Parliaments, as 
any Regulation that can be made; and Ido not know 
any one particular Inftance in which our Liberty and 
Conftitution have been more ftrengthen’d and improved 
fince the Revolution, than by thofe Laws which have 
been made relative to the chufing, fitting, and Duration 
of Parliaments. 

Before I leave this Subje&t, I muft take this Opportu- 
nity fo return my Thanks to the honourable Gentleman 
who called for the Reading of the Septennial AG, becaufe 
the Preamble puts me in Mind of our being indebted to 
that Law for the Prevention of a fecond Rebellion : 
I am convinced it was to that feafonable Alteration 
we then ow’d the Prefervation of our Tranquility, and 
perhaps every Thing that is dear to us; for the Minds 
of the People were at that Time fo exafperated and in- 
flam’d, the Spirit of “faceZiti/fm was got to fucha Height 
in the Nation, that had an Ele&tion come on, after the 
firft Parliament of the late King ought to have expired 
by the Triennial Aét, *tis not hard to fay what fatal 
Confequences might have enfu’d, But I neither mention 
this as thinking it entirely our prefent Situation, or to 
draw an Argument from thence in Support of what I 
am contending for: However, I muft fay, that the re- 
colleQing how much we owe to the Septennial Ai, 
makes me the more unwilling to part with it. *Tis 
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Jike Friendfhip in private Life, where we have once 
eftablifh’d a thorough good Opinion of a Man, and have 
received great Favours from him, it is with Difficulty, 
it is with great Concern we are prevail’d on to give Cre; 
dit to any Thing that may tend to his Difudvantage. 

Many Inftances might be brought to fhew the Incon- 
veniencies that would attend the Succefs of the Bill now 
propofed to uss but as I have already taken up much 
more of your Tithe than I at firft intended, I thal! only 
mention one, which is, The great Hindrance it might 
be in the Difpatch of our foreign Negotiations. As we 
have been within Doors often told of Reports without 
Doors, I muft take the Liberty to mention one which we 
have heard both within and without. Have we not often 
heard without Doors, have not we been told in a former 
Debate in this Houfe, that feveral Letters have been fent 
to foreign Courts, in order to difcourage them from treat- 
ing with us at this critical Junéture, by afluring them, 
that the next enfuing Parliament will be of a Complexion 
very different from this? I cannot in the leaft fuppofe, 
that fuch Letters were either written or concerted by any 
one within thefe Walls; but I muft prefume the Authois 
are by this Time convinced of their Error, fince I find 
fo much Pains has lately been taken, and fo much Rhe- 
torick employ’d, both in weekly and other Papers, to 
perfuade us of the Inconvenience of the Septennial Aét, 
and the Neceffity for repealing it; from whence I con- 
clude, that thofe Gentlemen, who were the Authors of 
fuch Letters begin now to fee, that they will be difap- 
pointed in their Expeétations ; and in order to make 
amends for this Difappointment, they are for repealing 
the Septennial Att, that they may have a frefh Opportu- 
nity of taking another Trial four Years hence. But be 
this as it will, it is certain, that what I have jut men- 
tion’d may be praétifed, and will always be an Inconve- 
nience and a Hindrance in-the carrying on of our foreign 
Affairs, towards the End of a Septennial Parliament = 
And fhall we by a new Law give an Opportunity and 
a Temptation to the Enemies of the Government, to 
repeat thofe and fuch like Praftices and Suggetlions, to 
the great Pzejudice of the Nation, at the End of every 
three Years ? 

Before I conclude, I cannot help obferving, that du. 
ring the feven Years I have fat in Parliament, I have 
heard many Queftions introduced into this Houle, which 
have very much meee 4 Among others, I have 
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heard-a Propofition made, which, as it appeared to me, 
would have made the Army ufelefs upon any Emergen- 
cy, when we might -have had the greateft Occafion for 
their Service. I have beard another Queftion about ma- 
king a perpetual Law to regulate an annual Conftitution, 
which would, indeed, have hada quite different Effect 
from the former ; for in Procefs of Time, this laft Que- 
flion, had it fucceeded, might have made the Army our 
Sovereign, and King, Lords, and Commons, infignificant ; 
And the Propofition now before us, would, in my Opi-+ 
nion, tend to weaken our gteateft Security, I mean the 
Landed Intereft of the Kingdom, by giving them fre- 
quent and unneceffary Temptations to extraordinary Ex- 
pences, and might farther introduce new Calamities and 
Confufions into this Nation, What other Quetlion can 
follow to keep Rank with thofe, I cannot divine; but 
the Spirit of Reformation feems to be now fo very much 
the Fafhion, I do not doubt but fertile Imaginations will 
always find, and will never be at a Lofs for popular To- 
picks to introduce. 

No State was ever fo exa&tly fram’d in all its Parts, as 
not to make new Laws fometimes neceflary to remedy the 
Evils which Time and Corruption may bring upon it 5 
and for this Reafon, every State is invefled with a Power 
of altering or repealing old Laws, and. fubflituting new 
in their Stead, where thofe.exifting are found to be defi- 
cient: In this I fhal] agree with the honourable Gentle- 
men ; but give me Leave further to obferve, that this 
Power may be made Ufe of to the Overthrow as well as 
the Suppurt of the Conflitution; and therefore, when 
we proceed to the Exercife of this Part of the Legifla- 
tive Power, efpécially in Things which relate to the 
very Fundamentals of our Conflitution, the worthy Gen- 
rlemen will, I hope, agree with me, that we ought to 
ufe it with the greateft Prudence and Caution. 

At prefent, I think, our Conftitution is fo well regu- 
lited in all its Parts, the Scales are fo juflly poifed, as 
not to want any new modelling, hor any additional 
Weight to be thrown into the other Scale: We muft be 
all fo fenfible of the Happinefs we enjoy under our 
Conflitution, as now eftablifhéd, that our chief Concern 
and Study ought to be how to preferve it in the happy 
Situation it is now in 3; and if we can tran{mit it to our 
Po(lerity in the fame Luflre and Perfe&tién we now clear- 
ly perceive it to be in, our Succeffors will have no juft 
Realon to accufe the prefent Generation ef having made 
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an il) Ufe of that great Truft which is repofed in every 
Man who hasa Voice in this Place. All Changes, tho’ 
never fo well intended, are hazardous ; but as the Change 
now propofed appears to me, I think it would certainly 
have a quite different Effect from what thefe worthy 
Geutlemen expe&, who are the Advocates for it: I am 
perfiiaded, that ‘inftead of amending or improving, it 
would weaken the Conftitution ; and therefore I think it 
a Duty I owe Country, to give my Diflent to it in this 
publick Manner. 





When Sir 7 hema. s had done fpeaking, Lord N83 
SLM ofe up and ae 2 as in our laft ; and after him, 
the hon. 7 #4—n C > fq; Member for Ex: in Suf- 
folk, in the following Words. 


2 gtr gemenbinrs 
SIR 


Have heard fome Mention made without Doors, of 

the Propofition now under Confideration ; but I never 
expeéted to have heard it mov’d inthis Houfe, efpecially 
at a Time when the Circumftances of Europe ought to 
prevent our attempting any Thing that may, in the leatt, 
tend'towards‘weakening our Conftitution, or unfettling 
his Majefty’s Méafures. As for my own Part, the Mo- 
tion can no Way affeét me: Let it be agreed to, or Jet it 
be rejeéted, as to my particular Circumftances, they will 
remain the fame ; but as we are not to regard our pri- 
vate’ or particular Intereft, but that of the whole Com- 
munity, in every Queftion that arifes in this Houfe; £ 
therefore think I am obliged, not only to give my Vote 
againft this Queftion, but to give my Reafon, at leat 
the principal Reafon which induces me to be againft it : 
And it is this, that, in my Opinion, the Motion feems 
calculated for no other End, but to continue that Fer- 
ment, and that Spirit of Divifion and Difaffeétion which 
was fo artfully raifed in the Nation upon a 
late memorable Occafion,* and which has * The Exci/e 
already almoft fubfided, and muft entirely Bill. 
fubfide, -as foon as the People fhall have 
come to their right Senfes, fo as to be able to judge 
coolly and impartially about that Affair: But this they 
could never come ‘to do, if the prefent Motion thould 
fucceed ; the Nation would be kept always in a Ferment, 
the Divifions about one Eleftion would no fooner be over, 
than thofe about ancther would begin, and the Paflions of 
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the People would be every Year fcrew’d up by fome new 
Art, in order to fupport, or render fuccefsful, the ambi- 
tious Views of fome private Men ; this would of Courfe 
very much weaken his Majefty’s Government, and dimi- 
nifh his Influence in all foreign Negotiations ; 3 for which 
Reafon I fhall moft heartily give my Vote againfi the 
Motion now made to us. 


a 
Col. pase. 
STR, 


Cannot give my Affent to the Queftion now in your 

Hand. The Repeal of the Septennial Law is a Mo- 
tion I cannot in my Confcience agree to ; for tho’ one of 
the Motives for enaéting that Law does not at prefent. 
exift in fuch an apparent Manner, as it did at the Time 
it was enaféted, yet it cannot be faid, that even that Mo- 
tive has now entirely ceafed ; I wifh with all my Heart it 
could be juftly faid, that there is not now a Jacobite, or 
difaffe&ted Perfon in the Nation ; but I am afraid no fuch 
Thing can be juftly faid for many Years to come, and 
therefore, even that Motive, which the hon. Gentlemen, 
who have fpoke on the other Side of the Queftion, have 
faid to be the only Motive for ena€ting this Law, has nat 
yet entirely ceafed. But this was not the only Motive 
for ena€ting that Law’; if Gentlemen had given Atten- 
tion tu the Preamble of that Law, they would ‘have 
found many other Reafons mention’d for enatting it, 
which are now as flrong for continuing it as they were 
then for ena&ting it. ; 

It has been faid, that this Law has been. attended 
with feveral Inconveniencies, which I cannot fay I was 
ever fenfible of ; and I think they have not yet been 
made fufficiently appear by any of the Gentlemen who 
have fpoke in this Debate; but, granting that there 
were any fuch, is this a Time to repeal a Law whioh 
has been produétive of fo much Good, and which fo 
much itrengthens his Majefty’s Government, only be- 
caufe it has been found to be attended with a few trifling 
Inconveniencies ? I cannot think that the Gentlemen who 
talk at this Rate, are fo ignorant of human Affairs, as 
- they now pretend to be; 3 they muft certainly know, that 
all human Inftitutions are attended with Inconvenien- 
cies, and all that the wifeft of Men can do, is to chufe 
thofe. Regulations ‘which are attended with the feweft 
and the leaft dangerous Inconveniencies, and which tend 
moft to the Security and Happinefs of their natjve Coun- 
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try: When Gentlemen confider in this Light the Septen- 
nial Law which now exifls, and the Triennial Law which 
was for good Reafons repealed, they will, I believe, at 
all Times, but efpecially at the prefent, give the Pre- 
ference to the former. 

Let us but confider the prefent Situation of the Affairs 
of Europe ; Italy fwallow’d up by France and her Allies, 
numerous Armies on the RaAine threatning to penetrate 
into the very Bowels of the Empire ; our old Allies the 
Dutch, reduced to the low Ebb of begging a Neutrality 
from France, reduced to the low Ebb of begging a Neu- 
trality from France, for their Barrier in Flanders : In 
fuch a State of foreign Affairs, is it to be imagined, 
that Great Britain can remain quiet, or indulge herfelf 
in a State of Eafe and Security ! No furely, we mutt 
concert proper Meafures to prevent the Balance of Power 
in Europe from being quite overturned: We mutt look 
in Time to the Prefervation of that Balance which has 
already coft this Nation fo much Blood and Treafure 5 
and, at fuch. a Conjunéfture, ought we to repeal that 
Law which ftrengthens his Majefty’s Hands, which gives 
Steadinefs to his Councils, and adds Weight to his Nego- 
tiations with foreign Powers ? Or fhal! we fubftitute in 
its Place a Law, which would throw the Nation every 
two or three Years into fuch Diftra&tions and Confufions 
as Ele&tions are always attended with ? 

Would not this be giving the Enemies of his Majefly’s 
Government at home, in Conjun&tion with his Enemies 
abroad, fo many Opportunities of Diftrefling his Maje- 
fty’s Government, of throwing all Things into Confufion, 
and perhaps of deftroying that Eftablifhment, and that 
Family to which we owe the Prefervation of all that is 
dear to us? God forbid that this Houfe fhould be fo much 
wanting in that Duty they owe to his Majefly, in that 
Duty they owe to their Country, as to do any Thing that 
might tend to the diftrefling of his Government, or to the 
difturbing the Peace and Quiet of their Country. I hope 
the Houfe will excufe me for taking up fo much of their 
‘ Time: I could fay a great deal more againft the Motion 
now before us, but the Subjeét has been fo much exhaufted, 
and every Argument in Favour of it fo fully anfwer’d 
by my worthy Friend under the Gallery, who fpoke 
early in this Debate, that I think I need not now add 
any Thing farther, but flrall moft heartily give my Vote 
againft it. 
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within, whens Wflen, Blas 
SIR, 
I AM furprifed to hear it infinuated by the honourable 

Gentleman who fpoke laft, as if the Motion now be- 
fore us, was made with a View to diftrefs his Majefty’s 
Government, or to diftufb-the Peace of the Nation. 
Such an Infinuation is really not treating the Gentlemen 
who fpoke in Favour of this Motiun, with that Candour 
which one Gentleman has Reafon to expect from another 
in this Houfe; nor indeed can I look upon it as any 
Compliment made to his Majefty or his Government : 
It is not to be doubted but that his Majefty, in all the 
Meafures he purfues, looks a little farther than this 
Houfe: It is not to be queftion’d but that his Majefty 
looks for the Approbation of the Generality of his Peo- 
pie, as well as the Majority of his Parliament ; and 
while his Meafures are approved of by the Generality of 
his People, frequent Ele&tions cannot furely bring any 
Diftrefs upon his Government, but will greatly ftrengs 
then it, by fhewing frequently to his Majefty, and to 
the whole World, the true Senfe of the Generality of 
the People. As to the Peace of the Nation, we know 
by Experience, that it was as well preferved by Triennial 
Parliaments, as evet it was by Septennial ; fo that the 
agreeing to this Motion cannot difturb the Peace, but the 
reje@ing it may very probably have fuch an Effect ; for 
the Generality of the People fo earneftly defire to have 
Triennial Parliaments reftored to them, that the refufing 
to comply with their Defire, cannot but increafe the 
Number of the Difaffe&ted, which may at laft throw all 
Things into Confufion, and may perhaps deftroy that, 
Eftablifhment, to which we owe every Thing that is 
dear to us. 

I fhall readily grant, that ever fince we have had Sep- 
tennial Parliaments, our Ele&tions have been generally, 
attendended with Diftraftions and Confufions ; but I 
cannot allow that this would be the Cafe, if our. Elec- 
tions were Annual, or even Triennial: They would then 
be carry’d on with much lefs Heat and Animofity ; for 
every Man knows that the Difturbances about Eleétions 
have been miuch greater fince the Septennial Bill took 
Place, than ever they were before; and I would gladly 
ask Gentlemen, if before that Time it was ever known, 
that Sollicitations and Contentions about Eleftions began 
two Years before the chufing of a new Parliament, which 
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. is known to be the Cafe at prefent over the whole King- 
dom, and which always muft neceffarily be the Cafe, it 
being natural for Men to contend with more Vigour and 
with more Heat, for a Poft either of Honour or Profir, 
that is to be enjoy’d for feven Years, than for one that 
is to be enjoy’d but for one, or for three. 

Then, as to Bribery and Corruption at Eleéions, I 
am fure it has very much increafed fince the Septennial 
Law took Place. It is a natural Confequence of |engthen- 
ing the Time of a Parliament’s Continuance ; 4 Confe- 
quence fo natural, that I am furprifed to find it fo much 
miftaken as it feemsto be, by fome Gentlemen who have 
fpoken upon the other Side of the Queflion.. Jt is cer- 
tain, that Bribery will never be made Ufe of at any 
Ele&tion, but by a Man who has not a fufficient natural 
Intereft in the Place where he declares himfelf a Candi- 
date ; and by fuch we may expeét it will always be made 
Ufe of, as far as it- can be done with Safety, if the Can- 
didate has but the leait Hopes of fucceeding by fuch 
difhonourable Means ; where there happens a Competi- 
tion, every Eleétor has a natural Byafs to vote for one 
Man rather than another, and every Elestor will vote 
according to his natural Byafs, if he is not bought off : 
Whoever endeavours to buy him off, muft certainly come 
up to his Price, and this Price will be higher or lower, 
according to the Eleétor’s Honour and Circumflances, 
. and the natural Byafs he has for the other Candidate: A 

“great many Men may be, perhaps, bought uff with 100 
or 1000 Guineas, who, if half that Sum were offer'd, 
would fpurn it away with an honeft Difdain. I hope 
there are a great many Eleétors in this Kingdom, whofe 
Honour, upon fach Occafions, is above the Power of 
any fuch corrupt Temptations, but that there are like- 
wife a great many who may be bought, is a Fatt which, 
I believe, no Genileman in this Houfe will difpute ; 
and in this View let us examine the Difference between 
Triennial and Septennial Parliaments. 

Give me Leave then to fuppofe two Gentlemen fet up 
in Oppofition to each other, for reprefenting one of our 
little Boroughs in Parliament ; one. of them a Country 
Gentleman, of a great natural Intereft in the Place, the 
other 2 Citizen of London, or a Place-Man, not near 
‘equal to him in Intereft, but depending entirely upon 
‘the Money he is able to lay out : Suppofe'the Citizen, or 
‘Place-Man, comes to a Calculation, and finds that it 
will coft him at leaft 3000/. to buy the Country Gentle- 
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man out of his Intereit in that Borough ; if the Parlia- 
ment were to continue but for three Years, he would. 
very probably, refolve not to be at fuch an Expence, 
and fo would refrain from being guilty of the Grime of 
corrupting his Countrymen; but when the Parliament 
isto continue for feven Years, he may as probably re- 
folve to be at that Charge: Thus by Corruption he may 
get a Seat in this Houfe ; and it is to be feared, that he 
who comes in here by Corruption, will not walk out 
with clean Hands, 

Gentlemen are very much miftaken if they imagine, 
that the Price of an EleStor depends upon the Duration 
of a Parliament, or that a Man who fells his Vote for 
100 Guineas at an Ele&tion of a Septennial Parliament, 
“would fell his Vote for the Half of that Sum, if the 
Parliament to be chofen were to continue only for three 
Years: No, there are very few of this Sort of Eleétors, 
‘who think of Futurity ; the prefent Offer is the Temp- 
tation, and the only Temptation which can be of any 
Weight with them: Befides, they cannot depend on ha- 
ving the like Offer made them at the next Ele&tion ; and 
50 Guineas ready Money, with an uncertain Hope of ha- 
ving 50 more three Years hence, is not furely fo great a 
Price as 100 Guineas ready down: The natural Intereft 
of the Country Gentlemen, and the Honour of the Elec- 
tors, are what the Dealers in Corruption have to contend 
with, and againft thefe afmall Price cannot be fo preva- 
lent as one a Jittle higher ; fome may, perhaps, be cor- 
rupted by a fmall Price, but certainly the higher it is, 
the greater will the Numbers be that are tempted to 
‘yield to it ; and as a Man may give a higher Price at the 
Ele&tion for a Septennial Parliament, than he can do at 
one for an Annual or Triennial, therefore, the greater the 
Numbers will be of thofe who yield to his Temptation, 
the more he may depend upon Corruption ; and the 
more it is to be depended on, the more general and the 
more frequent will it certainly be. From hence it ap- 
pears evident, that the Increafe of Bribery and Corrup- 
tion is as natural a Confequence of Septenyial Parliaments, 
as any one Thing can be conceived to be the Confequence 
of another. 

There is no Way of effe€&tually preventing Corruption, 
but by putting it out of the Power of any one to corrupt,: 
There is no corrupting any Man but by coming up to 
his Price ; therefore, the only Way of putting it out of 
the Power of any Man te corrupt, is to put it out hd 

' the 














N°LXXVII for the Tear 1735. 19 


the Power of any Man to come up to the Price of any 
umber of Ele&tors 5 and this can only be done by-ma- 
king our Ele&tions frequent : The more frequent, the 
better. It is certain, a Gentleman who enjoys a good 
Penfion for feven Years, is more able to give a high 
Price, than if he enjoy’d that Penfion but for one Year, 
oreven for three; and he will more willingly givea 
high Price, when he is thereby to purchafe the Conti- 
nuance of that Penfion for feven Years, than when he 
fs to purchafe it only for one or three Years. This is fo 
evident, that I am aftonifhed to hear it controverted 
within thefe Walls. 
__ If our Parliaments were Annnal, it would be impof- 
fible for Place-Men or Penfioners to fave as much yearly 
as would be fuffcient to bribe Country Gentlemen out of 
their Intereft, and the Ele&tors out of their Honelty > 
which I am afraid is a Praftice now too frequent in man y 
Parts of this Kingdom : How can it otherwife be ima 
‘gin’d that the People would chufe Perfons they never 
faw, Perfons they perhaps never heard of, in Oppofition 
to Gentlemen who live in the Neighbourhood, Gentle- 
men who give them daily Employment, by buying in 
their Shops and Markets all the Manufaétures and Pro- 
vifions they have Ufe for in their Families ; and Gen- 
tlemen whofe Ancettors have, perhaps, often reprefented 
that very Place in Parliament with great Honour, and 
‘univerfal Approbation ? I remember I was told by a 
Gentleman who is now dead, and therefore I may name 
him, I mean Mr. Spencer Cooper, afterwards one of the 
Judges of the Common-Pleas, he told me himfelf, that 
he had never been in the Borough he reprefented in Par« 
diament, nor had ever feen or fpoke with any of his 
‘EleGtors ; and I believe I could, without much Difficul- 
‘ty, name fume who are now in the fame Situation. Can 
fuck be called the Reprefentatives of the People, or can 
it be’ fuppofed that they are chofen by Means of that 
“Siatutal Intereft by which every Man ought to hold his 
‘Scat ‘in this Houfe ? : 
““Phe Parliament is the great Council of the Nation, 
‘and the Bufinefs of this Houfe in particular is to repre~ 
fent to his Majefty the Grievances of the People, to in- 
‘form his Majefty if any of his Minifters or Officers make 
‘an ‘ill Ufe of the Power he delegates to them, and to in 
‘peach and profecute fuch Evil Minifters. Now I would 
‘be glad to know who are the moft proper Reprefentatives 
fot thefe Purpofes; Gentlemen who have dayge Proper- 
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ties in the Country, who are independent of the Mini- 
flers and Officers of the Crown, and who by living in 
the Country, are perfefily acquainted with the Circum- 
ftances of the People ; or Gentlemen who, for their chief 
Support, depend upon the Minifters and Officers of the 
Crown, who know nothing of thofe they reprefent, and 
are not only ignorant of their true Interefis, but are 
really indifferent about their Welfare, I hope it will 
not be controverted, but that the firft Sort of Gentlemen 
are the moft proper Reprefentatives of the People ; and 
if fo, Annual or Triennial Parliaments are better than Sep- 
tennial, becaufe there is a greater Probability of their 
being chiefly conipofed of fuch Gentlemen. 

As Bribery and Corruptien, therefore, is a natural 
Confequence of long Parliaments, as it muft always in- 
creafe in. Proportion as the Term for the Parliament’s 

Continuance is prolonged, I am perfuaded that all-thofe 
who are againft Bribery and Corruption will join with 
me in voting for the Reflitution of Triennial Parliaments. 
It is not the Expence of an Ele&tion that Country Gen- 
tlemen are to be afraid of ; the moft extravagant Enter- 
tainments that a Stranger in the Country could give, 
would have but little Weight, if to thefe he did not 
add downright Bribery ; and even. thofe Bribes muft be 
fo high as to over-balance the natural Intereft of the 
Country Gentleman, as well as the Honefty of the great- 
eft Part of the Ele&tors: As thefe Bribes cannot be made 
fo high for a Triennial Parliament, as they may be for a 
Septennial, they cannot be fo prevalent among the Elec- 
tors ; and therefore a Gentleman who depends on nothing 
but his natural Intereft, will always have a better Lay 
for reprefenting his Country in a Triennial Parliament, 
than he.can have for reprefenting it in one which is to 
continue for feven Years ; for which Reafon I cannot but 
think that every Gentleman who has a Mind that his 
Poflerity fhall depend, for their Seats in Parliament, on 
the natural Intereft they may have in their refj ve 
Countries, and not upon the Frowns or the Favours of 
the Minifter for the Time being, muft neceflarily be for 
our returning to our former Conftitution in this Refpe&t. 
This is, in my Opinion, abfolutely neceflary, and it 
mutt be foon done, otherwife Country Gentlemen, tired 
out with contending againft thofe who purchafe their 
EleGtions, perhaps with the very Money which the 
Country Gentlemen are obliged to pay out of their 
Efiates in publick Duties at Taxes; will at laft have ae 
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thing to do but, to fitdown and bemoan the Fate of their 
Country ; but their Complaints will then be to very 
little, Purpofe, for the Doors of that Place, where the 
Groans of the People ought to be heard, will then be 
fhut againft them ; we may depend on it, that thofe who 
obtain their Seats in this Houfe by Minifterial Influence, 
will, while here, be dircfted in all their Proceedings by 
the fame Sort of Influence, and by none other. 

To conclude ; I am very certain that there is nothing 
would be more agreeable to the People in general, than 
the Repeal of the Septennial Laws and therefore I, as 
one of the Reprefentatives of the People, chofen with- 
out Bribery or Corruption, and as one who has nothing 
to confider but the Intereft of thofe I reprefent, fhall 
moft readily give my Vote in Favour of the Motion. 


Mr, AMZ ——ey GEtE 
SIR, 

1 Have given all poffible Attention to what has been 
faid by Gentlemen on both Sides of this Queftion : 
and I muft confefs, I cannot yet fee any Manner of Rea- 
fon for agreeing to the Motion. Gentlemen have been 
pleafed to put us in Mind of our ancient Conilitution ; 
but it has been fo often vary’d and alter’d, that it will 
be found very. diffeult to fix upon a Time when it was 
fuch as we ought or would defire to return to: And if 
any Time is to be fixed on, we are not furely to take 
the Time when our Conftitution was weak and in its 
Infancy.; we are certainly to chufe that Time when it 
‘wag came to its full Strength and Vigour, which, in my 
Opinion, is the prefent: But as Gentlemen have men- 
tion’d the Claim of Rights, jet us examine how it food 
at that Time, for I am perfuaded it will be agreed to by 
every Gentleman in this Houfe, that afier that Claim 
was fettled and confirmed, our Conftitution was~ more 
vigorous than it ever was before that Time; and yet 
even in our Claim of Rights, there is no Mention mate 
of Froanent new Parliaments ; It is, indeed, faid, that 
for Redrefs of Grievances, and for amending, firengthen- 
ing, and. preferving the Laws, Parliaments ought to be 
held frequently 5 but it is not fo.much as infinuated that 
every one of thefe Parliaments ought to bea new Parlia- 
ment.s.and as to the Frequency of Parliaments, I am 
(ure there. never was lefs Reafon for Complaint than 
fince the Septennial Bill paffed ; for ever fince that Time, 
the Seflions have been regularly held, and all of them 
voit j have 
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have been allow’d to fit as long as it was neceflary or 
proper they fhould. 

But even by the Claim of ‘Rights our Conftitution 
was not fo well regulated or eftablith’d as it ig at ptefent : 
‘It was ftill Jeft in the Power of the King to continue a. 
Parliament as long’ as he pleafed, and this certainly 
might have become a Grievance upon the Peoplé. This 
Overfight the whole Nation were fenfible of; and this 
they were willing to obviate; but in all fuch ‘Cafes, 
People generally run from one Extreme to another ; the 
Pafhons of Men are femething like a Pendulum ; if they 
are raifed too high on one Side, they always rife too 
high on the other ; it requires Time before they comé 
to fettle in the Equilibrium of Reafon.- This was the 
very Gafe with Refpeét to the Frienvial Bill, which was 
paffed in the Reign of King William: The Paffions of 
the People were raifed high againft the unlimited Prero- 
gative of the Crown, in continuing a Parliament as long 
as the King had a Mind ; this the Enemies of the Go- 
‘vernment took hold of,:in order to introduce a Law by 
‘which the Prerogative was in this'Refpe& limited too 
much ; for it is well known, that the Triennial At? was 
neither introduced nor promoted by the Patrons of Liber- 
ty, or the real Friends to that King’s Government ; it 
was by thofe who meant to diftrefs the Meafures of that 
good Prince, to whom their native Country, nay even 
they themfelves, ftood fo much indebted : They at laft 
prevailed, they got that Law paffed, which;’after d long 
Experience, was found to‘be of dangerous Confequence 
to the Peace of the Nation, and to the Quiet of the Sub. 
je& 5 and therefore the Septennial Bill was agreed to, 
which is a‘moft reafonable Mean between the one Ex- 
treme of leaving the Prerogative of the Crown in this 
Refpe& unlimited, and the other Extreme of limiting 
this Prerogative too much, by laying the Crown under 
a Neceflity of calling a new Parliament once in three 
Years, whether it be confiftent with the Peace and Secu- 
rity of the Nation er not: From whence I'think I have 
Reafon to be of Opinion, that our Conftitution is now 
in its utmoft Perfe&tion. 1 was, indeed, glad-to hear 
‘Encomiums beftew’d by an honourable Gentleman on the 
tate King William, becaufe fuch feldom come from: the 
Corner of the Houfe where ‘he fits; but if that ‘glorious 
King had been limited to Septennial Parliaments only, and 
not to’ Triennial, the future Happinefs of ‘this ‘Nation 
would -have-been better fecured, and more ——— 
we ifhed 
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blithed by him; he would not have been obliged to have 
put an End to the War fo foon as he did, or to have 
agreed to thofe Treaties which were afterwards fo loudly 
complained of ;. the Continuance of the War but for a 
very few Years, might have reduced the Power of France 
fo low as to have render’d them utterly unable to have 
made a Conqueft of Spain, arid thereby the heavy War 
which enfu’d, and which coft this Nation fo much Blood 
and Treafure, would have been effeftually prevented. 

Gentlemen have been pleafed to mention frequently to 
us the Prerogative of the Crown, and to talk of its be- 
ing grown up to agreat Height ; but can any Gentle- 
man fay, that his prefent Maje(ty, or the late King his 
Father, ever made the leaft Attempt to the Prejudice of 
the People’s Rights, or ever endeavoured to extend any 
Branch of the Prerogative beyond thofe Bounds which 
are *prefcribed to it by Law; and I hope no Gentleman 
will fay, that the Prerogative, as now limited and e(ta- 
blifh’d, can be dangerous ; for while our happy Confti- 
tution is preferved, it is certain the Monarchical Part 
of it muft'be endow’d with fome Powers and Preroga- 
tives; it muft have at leaft thofe which are neceflary to 
fupport itfelf againft Fa€tion, and to preferve that Influ- 
ence which it ought by Law to have in the Government 
of this Kingdom. And as for the Influence which, as 
has been fuppofed, the Crown may acquire over long 
Parliaments, it has already had a very proper Anfwer 
from both the Gentlemen who fpoke firft againft this 
Motion ;' for it is very certain, that the Long Parlia- 
ment in King Charles II’s Reign, which has been calied 
the Penfionary Parliament, became towards the End fo 
very little fubje&t to the Influence of the Crown, that 
they did all they could to fecure the Liberties of the 
People againft the Schemes which were then forming by 
the Court, and became fo flrenuous in their Endeavours 
this-Way, that the King was at laft obliged to diffolve 
them: This fhews, that the Length of a Parliament ra- 
ther diminifhes than increafes the Influence of the 
Crown ;.and the Hiftory of every Parliament fince that 
Time confirms this Obfervation. : 

We have been told, that we always ought to have a 
Dependence on thofe we reprefent, and that in long Par- 
Jiaments this Dependence may probably be thrown off s 
which could never be the Cafe if Parliaments were An- 
nual, That we have all a Dependence upon the People 
for our EleGtion, is what I fhall readily grant ; but after 
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we are chofen, and have taken our Seats in this Houfe, 
we have no longer any Dependence upon our Eleétors, 
at leaft in fo far as regards our Behaviour here : Their 
whole Power is then devolved upon us, and we are in 
every Queftion that comes before this Houfe, to regard 
only the Publick Good in General, and to determine ac- 
cording to our-own Judgments: Jf we do not, if we 
are to depend on our Reprefentatives, and to follow 
blindly the Inftru@tions they fend us, we cannot be faid 
to a&t freely, nor can fuch Parliaments be called free 
Parliaments : Such a Dependence would be a moft dan- 
gerous Dependence: It would, in my Opinion, be more 
dangerous, and of worfe Confequence than a Dependence 
on the Crown; for in a Dependence on the Crown, I 
can fee no Danger, 2s long as the Intereft of the Crown 
is made the fame with that of the People, which every 
Man muft allow to be the Cafe at prefent ; whereas the 
People of any County, City, or Borough are very liable 
to be mifled, and may often. be induced to give Inflruc- 
tions dire@lly contrary to the Intereft of their Country. - 
Bribery and Corruption are two hideous Words, and 
are often fet in the moft terrible Light. I have, ’tis 
true, as terrible an Idea of fuch Pra€tices as any Gentle- 
man in this Houfe ; but I cannot think we are in any 
prefent Danger from fuch : Our Conftitution is fo hap- 
pily formed, that it is almoft impoffible to overthrow it 
y uch Praftices ; for before fuch a Thing can be done, 
the Generality of the People muft be corrupted 3; nay, 
they muft be fo far corrupted as to be ready to fell them- 
felves for a {mall Price ; for if they infift upon a high 
one, there cannot be a Purchafer. This is a Cafe which 
I hope never will happen, but if ever it fhould, I can- 
not fee how our Conflitution could be more fafe with a 
Triennial than with a Septennial Parliament ; for 1 am 
perfuaded that if a Man will fell his Vote either in Par- 
liament, or at Ele&tions, for 1000 or 100 Guineas, he 
will fell it for half that Sum, when he finds he can get 
no more: Whatever is once brought to Market, is gene- 
rally fold for the Market Price ; and we find that the 
more frequently a Thing is fold, the lower it falls in- 
its Price, the more contemptible it becomes. People 
ufually fuppofe that Corruption is only of one Sort; but 
this is a Miftake, it appears in many Shapes; a Man 
may be bribed without giving him Money ; and even 
Members of this Houfe may be bribed without getting 
any Place or Preferment from the Government : If any 
Gentleman 

















N°LXXVII = for the Year 1735. 25 


Gentleman, to pleafe his Borough, and fecure his next 
Ele&tion, fhould a& contrary to his own soe acigaty it is 
as downright Bribery as if he had got a Penfion, a Place, 
or Preferment from the Court; apd I Jook upon this as 
one of the very worft Sorts of Corruption. 

Gentlemen have told us, that Septennial Parliaments 
are attended with many Inconveniencies, but they have 
not been fo good as to fhew us any of them, at leaft in 
fo fat'as I-have yet heard ; we have had the Experience 
of fuch Parliaments for above thefe eighteen Years, and 
yet I do not find that they have pretended to fhew any 
one Inconvenience which has arifen from them in all 
that Time ; from whence I muft prefume, that it is not 
in their Power ; and I believe it cannot be fhewn that fo 
many good Laws have paffed in any fuch Number of 
Years, as have been paffed fince Septennial Parliaments 
took Place: Iam fure it cannot be fhewn, that any one 
Law has been paffed by any of our Septennial Parliaments, 
that incroached upon the Rights of the People, or that 
was attended with an Inconvenience, or was look’d on 
by the Generality of the People as a Grievance. If ever 
there were any fuch, I muft defire that the Gentlemen 
of the other Side of the Queftion would point them out 
to us. 

But I could fhew many Inconveniencies that would 
certainly enfue from Triennial or Annual Parliaments ; 
The whole Nation would be kept in a continual Fer- 
ment : The Feuds and Divifions which by every Elec, 
tion are raifed among Neighbours in the Country, would 
be continually kept up: The Country Gentlemen would 
be entirely ruin’d by the Expence of frequent Elestions, 
and an annual Attendance upon this Houfe with Multi- 
tudes of Witneffes, about thofe that might be contefted ; 
and a vaft Encouragement would be given to drunkennets 
and Idlenefs among all Ranks of Men: We know, when 
working People have been habituated but for a few Duiys 
to Drunkennefs and Idlenefs, how hard it is to bring 
them back to their Labour and Induftry ; from.whence 
we muft conclude, that fuch frequent Eleftions would 
be a great Prejudice to our Husbandry, to our Manufac- 
tures, and to all Sorts of Improvements ; for the Drink. 
ing and Feafting about an Ele&tion. would hardiy te over 
when that for the next would begin: All thefe and 
many worfe would be the certain Confequences of Tri- 
ennial or Annual Eleétions ; wherers, when Eleftions re- 
turn but once in {even Years, the Feuds and Divifiong 
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among. Neighbours, and the Ferment the Nation is put 
into, have Time to fubfide ; the labouring Peeple have 
Time to cool, and return to their Labour; and the 
Country Gentlemen may eafily bear the Expence of E- 
le&tions, becaufe they have fix Years to recruit, and ta 
lay in.a Stock for that Purpofe. 

An honourable Gentleman fpoke of Septennial Parliae 
ments as neceflary to fupport fajling Minifters: How a 
Septennial can be more proper for this Purpofe than a 
Triennial, I cannot really comprehend ; but whatever 
may be in this, I am fure it is not the Cafe at prefent ; 
for I have been of late in as many Counties and Corpo- 
rations as any Gentleman, EF believe, in this Houfe; and 
notwithflanding all the Arts that have been praftis’d, 
and all the Indufiry that has been ufed. to give the Peo- 

le a bad Impreffion of the prefent Adminiftration, I 
tound the People in every Place I paffed through, gene- 
rally well inclined towards it; and the prefent Parlia- 
ment, though a Septennial one, ftands fo firmly in the 
Efteem and Affections of the People, that I dare fay we 
fhall fee the greateft Part of the Gentlemen now in thi¢ 
Houfe re-chofen.. . 

Upon the Whole, as no Gentleman can, I think, fhew 

me any Inconvenience attending Septennial Parliaments 
but what is imaginary, as a great many dangerous In- 
conveniencies always have attended, and always muft 
-attend Triennial Parliaments ; and as 1am convinced that 
‘the Nation in general is very far from defiring a Repeal 
‘of the Septenuial Law, Iam entirely againit the Que- 
ftion. : 








a, ? 
wt. pLenms,, Efqs 


SIR 
Own, I am not a little aftonifh’d at the Doftrine laid 
down by the honourable and learned Gentleman who 

Spoke laft: That after we are chofen, we are to give no 
Attention to our Conftituents, that we are then to throw 
afide all Dependence upon them, is a Doétrine I never 
before heard in this Houfe ; and I am the more furprized 
to hear it come from that Jearned Gentleman, becaufe 
fome of our principal Law Books tell us, that in ancient 
Times this Houfe has often refufed to agree to. Propo- 
fitions made by the Court,:for this Reafon only, that 
they could not agree to any fuch new Propofition, "till 
they went home and confulted with their Conftituents. 
For my own Part, I fhall always give the greateft At- 
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tention to the Sentiments of thofe I reprefent ; I fhal! 
always have a great Regard for their Interefls, and thal! 
never think there is any Danger in having a Dependence 
upon them. 

The learned Gentleman asked us, if the Prerogative 
of the Crown had been extended beyond its due Bounds 
by his late or his prefent Majefty ? I do not fay it has: 
It is a Queflion cannot properly be anfwer’d, nor have I 
heard any fuch Thing fo much as infinuated in this De- 
bate: But I with we would take an Example from the 
' Crown in one Thing : We may obferve that the Crown 
never gives a Place or Employment for Life, or for a 
Jong Terin of Years, except fuch as cannot be otherwife 
difpofed of ; and the Reafon is plain: Were thefe Places 
fee for Life, the Grantee would then be out of the 

ower of the Crown, and confequently would not have 
fuch a Dependence on the Crown, as thofe Perfons mutt 
have who enjoy their Places during Pleafure only. In 
this the Crown aéts wifely 3 and I wifh we would fol- 
low the Example: When I fay We, I {peak of the Gens 
tlemen prefent, not as Members of this Houfe, but as a 
Part of the People of Great Britain. It would certainly 
be the Height of Wifdom in the People, to keep thofe 
they truft and employ in their Service as much in their 
Power as poffible : If thofe the People chofe to reprefent 
them in this Houfe, were to continue in that Station 
only during the Pleafure of the People, the Reprefenta- 
tives would, I believe, have a proper Regard for the In- 
terefis of the People, and would never think of throw- 
ing off all Dependence upon theth. As this would, in 
imy Opinion, be a wife Step in the People, therefore E 
tmuft be for agreeing to every Thing that miay tend this 
Way 3; for this Reafon I cannot but be for the prefenty 
Motion ; nay, if Aunual Parliaments had been moved 
for, I fhould have been for the Queition. 

Another Gentleman over the Way mention’d to us the 
prefent Situation of Europe, and asked us, if we were to 
fit Nill, and take no Part ? This is a Queftion that might 
be anfwer’d, if they would Jet us into the Secret, fo fat 
2s to know what is the prefent Situation of Europe with 
Refpef to ourfelves ; but this they do not feem inclined 
to do: However, without fuch an Infight, I think E 
may fay, that we ought to mind our own Bufinefs, and 
take proper Care of the Intercils of Great Britain; but 
that we are not to enter Headlong into every German 
Quarre} that happens beyond Seas,. This may be a very 
Le D2 proper 














28 The Hiftorical Regifter N°LXXVII 


proper Queflion, and probably will come to be a Queflion 
in the firft Seflion of the next Parliament : In which Cafe, 
I hope thofe who have it in their Power, will lay every 
Thing before this Houfe, that may be neceflary for giving 
a proper Anfwer to fuch an important Queftion : But how 
the Members of next Parliament, by being chofen for 
feven Years, fhould have, in the very firft Seifion, more 
Knowledge, more Wifdom, or more Integrity, in the 
determining of this Queftion, than if they had been cho- 
fen for three, is what, I muft confefs, I cannot compre- 
hend. 

The learned Gentleman was fo good as to tell us, that 
we had all, or moit of us, by our Behaviour in this Par- 
liament, eflablifhed our Chara@ers fo firmly among the 
People, that moft of us will be chofen again ; if fo, it 
is to be hoped we will behave as well in the next, and 
then, as many of us as are alive, may expeét to be choe 
fen a third Times; and if we behave ill, I hope no Gen- 
tleman will fay we ought to continue even for one Year, 
much lefs for feven, in the Station we are in, whether 
our Reprefentatives will or no. This is as proper an 
Anfwer as can be made to the principal Argument urged 
againft frequent Ele¢tions ; which was, that they would 
difirefs his Majefty’s Government, and render the Mea 
fures of his Adminiflration unfteady ; for if the fame 
Members be upon a new Ele&tion generally return’d as 
jong as they behave well, furely even an Annual Eleétion 
could never diflrefs his Majefly’s Government, nor ren- 
der his Miniflers unfteady in the Meafures they purfue, 
wt leaft as long asthe Members behave well in Parlia- 
ment; and I hope no King will, (Iam fure his Maje- 
it. never will) and I hope no Minifter ever can depend 

Pupon the ill Behaviour of the Members of Parliament 
jor the Support of his Government, or for the Support 
of the Meafures he purfues: I fay, I hope this Cafe 
never will happen; but Jeft it fhould, the beft Way to 
guard againtt it is to have frequent Ele€tions ; and there- 
fore 1 am for the Queftion. 


Sir a tthe, 
S7R, 


HERE is one Reafon, which chiefly prevails 
with me to be againft the Queflion: It has been 
faid, that the principal Motive for introducing Septen- 
vial Parliaments now no lopger exifts; but this I can 
by no Means agree with, becaufe I am fure the Number 
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of Papifts has greatly increafed even fince the Septenrial 
Law took Place: And asa true Regard fur our own Re- 
Jigion has in the fame Time very much decreafed, Iam 
afraid the Popifh Intereft will daily gain more and more 
upon us; and the Tranfition from Popery to Jacoditi/m 
we know to be fhort and certain. 

Befides, there has been lately publifh’d in our Weekly 
Papers an Effay upon Parties ; who is the Author of it 
I do not know, but I have read it, and I think it the 
moft Jefuitical Performance I ever faw: It could, in 
my Opinion, be wrote with no other. View but to raife 
Difcontents and Jealoufies, and to increafe the Difaffec- 
tion to his Majefty’s Government ; and therefore I can- 
not be for repealing a Law which greatly flrengthens 
that Government againft all fuch Attempts. 


y 
chee 10s chednoryd Efqs 





SIR, 


1 DO not ftand up to enter into your Debate, but only 
to take Notice of what was faid by the Gentleman 
who fpoke laft. I do not know whether the Number of 
Papifts be increafed fince the Time he mentions or nots 
but I would gladly know from him, which Side in the 


Ele€&tions the Papifis favour moft in that Part of the 
Country where he lives? For I can affirm, that in all 
the Parts of England which I know, they generally make 
Ufe of all their Intereft in Favour of thofe Candidates 
who are recommended by the Miuiflers: What may be 
their Reafun for fueh an odd Sort of Condu& I cannot 
pretend to determine ; for furely they do not imagine 
that the only Game they have to play againit his Maje- 
fly’s Government is to fupport his Minifters. 


GAZ +¢ qiabhee 5, Efq; 
SIR, 


I Was very much inclined to give my Vote for the 
- Queftion when it was firft moved ; but I am now 
more firmly of that Opinion, after what I have heard 
from the two hon. Gentlemen who fpoke lafi; for if 
Popery has gain’d fo great Ground in this Nation, fince 
the Pafling of the Septennial Law; and if the Papiffs be 
-fuch Friends to our Minifters, I do not know but that in 
next Parliament many Papiffs may have Seats in this 
Houfe 5 and as fome of our Minifters have been of late 
very changeable in their Politicks, 1 do not knuw but 
-they may take it-in their Heads to change their Religion 
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too; therefore, for fear of our having a Popifh Parlia- 
ment, and fome Popi/h Minifters, I am for repealing the 
Septennial Law, in order to prevent their having Time 
-to do a great deal of Mifchief. 


sir +n Hptnde c-rthen, 
—, ir Fn Sem ae 


S toall the Parts of Enzland I know, I can afirm 
the Truth of what my worthy Friend by ine has 
faid. The Papifts are in general making Ufe of ali 
their Intereft in Favour of thofe Candidates who are re- 
commended by the Minifters ; and an hon. Gentleman 
on the Floor, who, I believe, has no fmall Shate in the 
prefent Adminiftration, knows, that one of that Reli- 
gion, who is a Gentleman of ose of the beft Families in 
the County of Norfolk, and a Gentleman of one of the 
beft Eftates in it, is now riding about the Country, fol 
liciting Votes for his Friends who are Candidates for the 
County, or for any City or Borough within the County 5 
fo that if there has been of late an Increafe of Popery, 
it cannot be faid that the Intereft of the Minifters is 
thereby weaken’d ; but as to his Majefty’s Government, 
I dare fay it cannot be much ftrengthen’d by the Addi- 
tion of fuch Friends. 

An hon. and learned Gentleman over the Way was 
pleafe to ask us, If his late or prefent Majefty had ever 
made.any Attempt to the Prejudice of the Rights of the 
People, or had.endeavoured to extend any Branch of the 
Prerogative beyond its Jegal Bounds? Tc this Queflion I 
fhall not anfwer one Word, becaufe I know the Gentle- 
man’s Office ; but I fhall anfwer another Queftion asked 
by the fame Gentleman: He ask’d us, if I remember 
right, Whether any Law was ever paffed by a Septennial. 
Parliament, that incroached on the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, or that was attended with an Inconvenience, or was 
jook"d on by the Generality of the People as a Grie- 
vance? As to the firft Part of this Queftion, I muft 
really look upon the Septennial Law itfelf as fome Sort 
of Incroachment on the Rights of the People ; and that 
Law, I think, was paffed by a Parliament which made 
itfelf Septennial : But farther, were not the Laws of 
Treafon, as to Trials, alter’d: by a Septennial Parliament, 
or at leaft one which made itfelf fo? That Law which 
had remained unalter’d in all the Contefts, and the long 
Wars that happen’d between the Houfes of York and Lan 
cafter, was alter’d upon a trifling Infurre@tion in fome of 
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the Northern Parts of this Kingdom: Formerly every 
Man was to be try’d by a Jury of his honeft Neighbours, 
within the County where the Crimes alledged againtt 
him were faid to have been committed ; but a Seprennial 
Parliament order’d him to be carry’d away and try’d in 
any County, where the Crown, or rather the Minifler, 
could finda jury proper for their Purpofe ; and where 
the Prifoner might not, perhaps, be able to bring any 
Witneffes in his own Juftification, it might at leat have 
been impofible for him to bring amy without a great 
Expence. And yet farther, was not the Riot At paffed 
by a Septennial Parliament ; and is not this‘-an Encroach- 
ment upon the Rights of the People ? Is it no Grievance 
that a little dirty Juftice of the Peace, the meaneft and 
vileft Tool a Minifter can make Ufe of, a Tool who, 
perhaps, fubfifis by his being in the Commiffion, and 
who may be turned out of that Subfiflence whenever the 
Minifter pleafes ? Is this, I fay, no Grievance, that fuch 
a Tool fhou’d have it in his Power, by reading a Procla- 
mation, to put, perhaps, twenty or thirty of the beft 
Subje&ts in England to immediate Death, without any 
Tria) or Form of Law ? This Law, and feveral others I 
could name. have been paffed by Septennial Parliaments = 
to which, becaufe they fland yet unrepealed, I thal! not 
give the Names I think they deferve. 

But to ask whether any Laws have been paffed by 
Septennial Parliaments, which have been attended with 
Jnconveniencies, of have been complained of as a Grie- 
vance, isa Queftion I am farprized to hear come from a 
Gentleman learned in the Laws. Was not the fatal South 
Sea Scheme, in the Year 1720, eftablifh’d by an A& of 
a Septennial Parliament, and can any Man ask, whether 
that Law was attended with any Inconvenience ? It was 
the moft fcandalous A&t that ever was paffed by any 
Parliament ; if Triennial Parliaments had then been in 
Being, I am perfuaded it would never have paffed, or if 
it had, Iam very fure the chief Promoters of it would 
have fuffer’d a very different Fate from what they did ; 
and did not the fame Parliament pafs fome Claufes in an 
A& for hindering the fpreading of the Plague, that 
were look’d upon by the Generality of the People as fo 
great a Grievance, and were fo loudly complain’d of by 
all Ranks of People in the Nation, that it was thought 
ead to repeal them in the very next Seflion of Pare 

iament ? 
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To the glorious Catalogue I have mention’d of Laws 
paffed by Septennial Parliaments, we might have added 
the late Excife-Bill, if it had paffed into a Law ; but 
thank God, the Septennial Parliament was near expiring 
before that famous Bill was introduced. To this glorious 
Catalogue I could add not a few others, but I will flop 
here, ’till I have heard the Laws I have mention’d jufti- 
fy’d by thafe who feem to be fo much in Love with 
Septennial Parliaments ; and if they can juftify all that 
has been done by fuch Parliaments, I now promife moft 
fulemnly to be of their Opinion ; but ’till then I hope 
they will excufe me in being for the Repeai of a Law, 
which, in my Opinion, has never done any Good, which 
has produced a great deal of Mifchief, and which, I am 
much afraid, will quite overturn our Conftitution, if it 
continues for any Time unrepealed. : 


Sir > 4, Bathe 4, 

SIR, 
AM a good deal furprized to find, that none of thofe 
Gentlemen wha ufually have a great Share in our 

Debates, feem inclined to take any Share in this: I hope 
they will allow it to be a Queftion of fome Confequence: 
to their Country ; and if it fhould be carry’d in the 
Affirmative, fome of them may, perhaps, find it a Que- 
flion of fome Confequence to themfelves. I will ven- 
ture to fay, that I have not heard a Queftion better fup. 
ported on one Side, and Jefs faid againft it on the other, 
by the Gentlemen who have already fpoken, fince I fat 
in Parliament ; and I now ftand up, not that I think 
any Thing needful to be added to what has been faid in 
Support of it, but that I cannot think of letting a Que-: 
ftion go, in the Succefs of which, I think, the Happi- 
nefs of my Country fo deeply concern’d, without. my 
joining with other Gentlemen, in faewing all the Re- 
gard for it that lies in my Power. 

An hon. and learned Gentleman has, indeed, advan- 
eed a Dottrine which I think altogether new, That we 
are to have no further Dependence on our Eleétors, after. 
we have taken our Seats in this Houfe; nay, that a 
Dependence on them would be more dangerous than a 
Dependence on the Crown. This is really, in my Opi- 
uion, fomething very new: Tho’ that Gentleman may, 
perhaps, like the one better than, the other; yet I 

tall always look upon a Dependence on the People of 
England, or even upon thofe I reprefent, to be lefs 
dangeroug 
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dangerous and m@re honourable, than.a Dependence on 
the Crown ; and I value myfelf more on the Honour 
I have had of fitting here for two Parliaments, as one of 
the Reprefentatives of the People of England, and by 
she free and uncorrupted Choice of thofe I reprefent, 
‘than I fhould do on the greateft Honours the Crown can 
beftow. Indeed, if I had obtained my Seat here by Bri- 
bery,, or by the illegal and corrupt Influence of any great 
-‘Minifter, I fhould look on. it in a very different Ligtit ; 
I fhould look on it as one of the moft difraceful Stations 

‘ Icould bein, 
__ It has been affirmed by feveral Gentlemen, who have 
Yar on the other Side of the Queftion, that the longer 
Parliaments continued, the lefs Influence the Crown hatl 
bo them ; and for a Proof of this, they have inftanced 
the Long Parliament in King Charles II's Reign. The 
fame Gentlemen have likewife afferted, that Triennial 
Parliaments would diftrefs his Majefty’s Government : 
How thefe two Affertions are compatible, I leave to the 
Gentlemen themfelves to explain ; for to me it appears 
impoilible that both can be true ; becaufe if the Crown 
has always the Jefs Influence in a Parliament the longer 
it continues, furely the fhortning the Time of its Dura- 
tion cannot diftrefs any King’s Government. But as to 
the Long Parliament in King Ciarles’s Time, though 
they did not towards the End few the fame fervile 
Compliance that they had done for many Years before ; 
yet t is, plain, that the Crown thought that Parliament 
ttér for the Purpofts of the Court at that Time, than 
they could expeé&t any new Parliament chofen by the 
cople to be; otherwife, as the King had it in his 
ower, he would cértainly have diffolved them much 
fooner: And if that long Parliament really deferved the 
me ufually given to it, we muft.conclude, that theit 
Non-compliance at Jaft was not owing to their Virtue, 
ora Want of Inclination to receive, but to a Want of 
Power in the Crown to give. The People were not then 
Ev aby to bear fuch heavy Burdens as they do at 
prsfent ; the Revenues of the Crown were not fo large, 
nor the Pofls and Places af. the Difpofal of the Crown fo 
lumerous 3 there was not fuch a numerous Standing 
pea to fupport the Parliament, in Cafe they had gone 
on in the fame fervile Method: And as the Complaints 
af, the,People grew loud and clamorous ; as there was 
ttle to be got, and a great deal to be apprehended, by 
he Continuance of a. on Compliance, it is very pro- 
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bable that thefe were the true Reafons of that Parlia- 
ment’s becoming fo reflive: And if the Nation was now 
in the fame State it wag at that Time, I fhould not be 
half fo much afraid of Septennial. Parliaments as I think 
} have now good Reafoa to be. 

The Animofities, Difputes, and Divifions about Elec- 
tions, have been fet in the moft dreadful Light, and have 
been reprefented as fo. great an Inconvenience, that we 
ought to run the Rifque of -having our Conflitution 
overturned, rather than fubmit to it. But can it be 





imagined that there would be the fame Contention for a 


Seat in Parliament which was to continue but for one 


Year, or even for three, that there is for one which is tg, 


continue for feven: The Example of the City of Lox- 
don plainly fhews us the contrary : As the Common- 
Council Men, and a great many other Officers of the 
City are chofen annually, I have had Occafion to be often 
prefent at thefe Annual Eleétions, and never could find 
that they were attended with any great Heats and Ani- 
mofities, or with any Inconvenience ; for after the E- 
JeGtion is over, the contending Parties go home, and live 
in the fame Friendfhip they did before ; and I am con- 
vinced the Cafe woujd be the fame if Annual Eleftions 
for Members of: this Houfe were reftored: The fame 
Man might, perhaps, be continu’d and re-chofen every 
Year for many Years together, probably without any 
Difpute or Oppofitic.: ; but his being liable every Yea 
to be turned out, would be a continual Check upon’ his 
Behaviour, and would make him fludy the Interefis o| 
the People, inftead of purfuing only fome gave ial 
felfith Views of his own, 

Even as Ele€tions ftand at prefent, there would be nq 
fuch Contentions, nor any fuch Heats and Animofities 
as we hear of, if they were entirely left to Gentlemen 
who havea natural Intereft in the Place: In fuch Cafe, 
if a Gandidate found himfelf defeated by fair Means 
uly, and merely by the fuperior Intereft of his Antago- 
nitt, it would not raife his Indignation, it would o¢ca- 
fjon no Heats or Animofities, he would wait with Pa. 
tience fora new Opportunity, and in the mean Time 
would endeavour to recommend himfelf ta his Country 
by A@s of Hofpitality and Benevolence, It is Minifterg, 
of State intermeddling. in Ele@tions, it is Eletion Brd- 
kers, and fych Dealers in, Corruption, that occafion alt 
the Heats and Animofities we have ; for when a Gentle: 
wan ofa Exegt natural Interest fees his Eleétors obliges 
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by Power, or bribed by Money, to vote againft hit, 
perhaps, in Favour-of an utter, Stranger, it cannot bu® 
-vaife his Indignation ; it may, indeed, juflly raife hi® 
utmoft Fury and Revenge. , ' 

It it certain, that if the People were entirely left &% 
themfelves, they would, without much Contention, al- 
ways chufe thofe Gentlemen who, by having large Pro- 
perties of their own, might be reafonably fuppofed to 
be fach as would take the beft Care of the Properties of 
their Fellow Subjests : But if the People fhould ever be- 

in to fee their Reprefentatives making their Seats in 
arliament Places of Profit, and bartering their Votes 
and their Behaviour in Parliament for Votes, Places, 
and Penfions, the. People will foon follow the Example 
of their Reprefentatives, and will infift upon tharing 
with them in the Profits. Thus, by Degrees, the Minds 
of the People will be debauched, they will be brought 
to think, that the felling their Votes at Eleétions is no 
Crime, the Reprefentatives who buy their Seats mutt 
fell their Votes, and. at laft all Regard for the publick 
Good will be generally laid afide by all Sorts of Men. 
The only effe&tual Method of preventing this fatal Ef 
fet, is to reftore Annual Eleftions ; for then it would be 
impoffible, even for the Treafury itfelf (if ever the 
publick Money fhould come to be fo mifapply’d) to iffue 
yearly, Sums of Money fuffcient to get the Better of 
the naturai Intereft, which Country Gentlemen always 
have in the Places where they and their Families have, 
perhaps, for many Generations refided ; the Confequence 
of which will be, that none but Country Gentlemen, 
and thofe who have.a natural Intereft in the Place, will 
ever appear as Candidates ; and thus, neither the Morals 
of the People will be debauched, nor their Properties 
lunder’d, nor their Liberties deflroy’d by thofe EleGtion 
rokers, and Minifterial Agents, or their Candidates 5 
who never can be employ’d or fet up but for fuch bafe 
Purpofes. = , _ 
_, As for our Credit abroad, which, it is pretended, Sep- 
tennjal Parliaments very much contribute to, I think it 
is evident that it has been finking ever fince the Septen- 
nial Law took Placé ; which confirms what, was juftly 
obferved by an honourable Gentleman, that the Credit of 
the Nation among Foreigners does not depend upon the 
Length or Shortnefs of our Parliaments, but upon that 
rre{pondence and Confidence which ought always to 
¢. kept up between the — and his People. I will 
2 aot 
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not fay that this Decay of our Credit abroad has been 
altogether owing to the Septennial Law; but I dare fay, 
if our Parliaments had not been Septennial, they would 
probably before‘now have enquir’d into the Condu&t of 
thofe who have been the Caufes of this Decay ; and 
whatever Reafons the Decay of our Credit among Fo- 
reigners may have been owing to, it is now come to fo 
Jow an Ebb, that we really feem to have almoft none to 
Jofe. This, Iam forry to fay it, feems to be our Cafe 
at prefent ; and as I think nothing can fo effeftually fe 
fiore our Credit abroad, as the retloring our Conftitution 
at home, I fhall therefore give my Vote for the ‘Qué 
ition, ' 





a 


Sir Wak YtHh ze, 


SIR, 

T CAN affure you, I did not fit fill becaufe I 

thought much had been faid in this Debate” upon 
one Side of the Queftion, and nothing tpon the other § 
but becaufe, after what had been offer’d by my worthy 
Friend under the Gallery, who fpoke early in the De- 
bate, and the honourable and learned Gentleman’ who 
fpoke fome Time ago againft the Queftion, I thought it 
might be Jook’d on asa Vanity in me to pretend to ad¢é 
any Thing to what had been faid : ‘Indeed 1 am fill of 
the fame Opinion, and fhould have continu’d in my 
Refolution of not giving you ary Trouble this’ Day, 
had not the honourable Gentlemati ever'the Way thrown 
out what I take to’be a very uncandid ‘Refleétion apon 
my honourable and Jearned Friend. 

My learned Friend happen’d'to make an Obfervation, 
which I ftill think a very juft one ; he faid, that after 
we are return’d, and have taken our Seat in this Houfe, 
we ought not any longer to have a Dependence upon 
thofe we reprefent. This the honourable Gentleman 
laid hold of ; he not only call’d it'a new and’a very 
extraordinary Dcfrine; but he:dropp’d an Expreffion, 
fuch as I think ought not to be, made Ufe of in this 
Houfe. As to the Obfervation made by my Jearned 
Friend, he certainly meant, and I believe almoft every 
Gentleman pnderftood him, that after we have taken out 
Seats inthis Houfe, we ought, every one of us, to look | 
upon ourfelves as one of the Reprefentatives of the 
whole Body of the Commons of England, and ought not 
to have any particular Byafs. for the County, City, or 
Borough we reprefent. This is fo far from being @ 

Doktrine 
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Dokrine very extraordinary, or altogether new, that I 
with every Gentleman in be di ¢ would make it a 
perntigs Brey? for his Conduét ; for I cannot help obfer- 
ving, that there are fome Gentlemen in tho Houle, who 
on many Occafions confine their Thoughts too much to 
the particular County, City, or Borough they reprefent ; 
but furely they muft be fenfible, that many Things 
may happen in Parliament, which may be for the Inte- 
reft of the Nation in general, though they may not, 
- perhaps, quadrate fo exa&tly with the particular Inte- 
refts of London, Briftol, Liverpool, or other like City 5 
and in fuch a Cafe the Gentlemen muft furely grant, 
that as Members of this Houfe, they ought to drop, not 
only their Dependence upon, but even their Concern for 
the particular City-they reprefent, in order to concur 
with the reft of the Members of this Houfe, in what 
they judge to be for the general Intereft of the Nation. 
- This I thought myfelf obliged to fay in Vindication 
my learned Friend 3 but. as to the Queftion itfelf, I 
HN give you but very little Trouble ; for tho’ I mutt 
do the Gentlemen who introduced this Motion the Ju- 
flice to own, that they did it with as much Candour, 
and in as’pretty a Manner as I ever heard any Queftion 
introduced in this Houfe, yet all the Arguments they 
made Ufe of were fo fully anfwer’d, and the’ Objeftions 
againft their Motion ftated in fo clear a Light, by the 
two worthy Gentlemen who fpoke firft again{t their Mo- 
tion, that I cannot agree to it ; and indeed, as I believe, 
we owe the Happinefs of having the prefent Royal Fa- 
mily upon the Throne, and the Liberty of debating any 
Queftion in this Houfé, chiefly to the Septennial Law, ¥ 
fhall ‘never agtee to the Repeal of that Law, without 
feeing much ftronger Reafons for it than any I have hi- 
therto Heard offer’d. 
*’ One of the great Incoriveniencies {aid to attend Septen- 
nial Parliaments is, that they heighten, and increafe thofe 
Heats afid Animofities which are ufually raifed among 
the Péoft € abjut the Tine of Eleétions ; but this I can- 
not agree to, becaufe it is weil known. that thofe Heats 
and ‘Animofities *rofe to as great a Height, ney, toa 
much b greaner Erent, during the Continuance of Trien- 
nial “Parliaments, than they ever. did fince that Time ; 
from whéiice we may obferve, that the Violence of thofe 
Heats and Animofities docs not depend upon, the quick or 
the flow Return of Bieeloot, but upon the Temper. of 
the People dt the Time. In every Nation there arifes 
i ies lace ciel ; fometimes 
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fometimes a general Ferment among the People, fome- 
times without any vifible Caufe, and often from Gaufeé 
that are in themfelves unjuft: In this Nation, if an 
Eleétion for a new Parliament fhould come on when the 
Nation is in any fuch Ferment, the Heats and Animofi+ 
ties at that Time would Certainly become. extremely 
violent, nay fo violent as to endanger the Peace of the 
Kingdom ; and if we had Annual or even Trienrial Par- 
liaments, xo fuch Ferment could ever happen but what 
would probably be attended with an Eleftion, by which 
the Nation might be involved in fuch frequent Diforders 
and Gonfufions, as might at Jaft make us a Prey for fome 
foreign Enemy, which, in my Opinion, is a Danger 
much more to be apprehended, than any Danger our,Con- 
ftiuition can be in from having our Parliaments Septennial. 
Another Inconvenience is, that Septennial. Parliaments 
increafe and givé Encouragemient to Bribery and Corrup- 
tion. That there is Bribery and Corruption, that there 
always has been Bribery and Corruption, is a Faét I fhall 
not difpute: But that the Increafe or Decreafe of that 
Vice depends upon the frequent or the rare Return of 
EleGions, is what I cannot agree to; for I am convinced 
it will always depend upon the Virtue of the People in 
general, and the Humour they happen to be in at the ~ 
Time. I with Bribery and Corruption of all Kinds could 
be prevented ; but the Evif, I’m afraid, is inevitable 5 
for notwithftanding the many exprefs Laws againft it, 
notwithftanding the fevere Law made but a little while 
ago for preventing it, yet we find that Methods have been 
contrived for evading all thofe’Laws, either by giving 
great Entertainments and great Plenty of Victuals, or by 
fome moore fecret and corrupt Prattices ; fo that the only 
Way to prevent the Growth of this Evil, is to preferve 
the Virtue of the People ; and I believe the beft Way to 
preferve the Virtue of the People, is to give them as 
few Opportunities as poflible for being vicious; from 
whence I muft conclude, that for obviating this Incon- 

venience, Septennial Parliaments aré better than Triennial. 
If fo many. and fo great Inconveniences have been felt 
all over the Nation from Septennial Parliaments, if fo great 
Complaints have been made, it is very ftrange that no 
Attempt has beén riiade, ever fince the pafling of that 
Law, for the Répeal of it: But the Time’ now chofen 
for making that Attempt, fhews plainly with what View 
it is made: It is now the laft Seffion of a Parliament, a 
new Election muft foon come on, aiid as this Motion has 
an 
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an Appearance of Popularity among the meaner Sort of 
Ele&tors, it may be of Service to fome Gentlemen at the 
next Eleftions; And as: to the Contentions about thefe 
Ele&tions beginning fo. early, 1 do not know by whom 
. they were begun, but,I believe. they have been fet «n 
Foot. on Purpofe to furnifh, Gentlemen with Arguments 
in this Day’s Debate ; and an hon. Gentleman has accord- 
ingly taken hold of it, and has made Ufe of thofe Conten- 
tentions fo early begun, as an Argument againtt Sepren- 
nial Parliaments, : 

Another honourable Gentleman has given us a glorioug 
Catahogue, as he was pleafed to call it, of Laws pafied 
by Septennial Parliaments; but I think he ought in a pare 
ticular Manner to have guarded again{ft putting the Riot 
A& into that Catalogue, for he knows it was founded on 
the fame Motive with the Septennial : It was abfolutely 
neceffary for, the Safety of the Government, and had is 
not been for fome Executions in Fleet-ftreet, in Confe- 
quence of that A&, I am, perfuaded ic would not have 
been. poffible to have preferved the Peace of the King- 
dom at that Time; and I mufl. fay, that it is fomewhat 
very filrange to hear Gentlemen arguing again{l Conten- 
tions and Riots at Elef&tions, and at the fame Time com- 
plaining of that Law which was made for the preventing 
of Riots upon any Occafion, As to the Law for regu- 
Jating Trials in Cafes of Treafon, there was never a more 
seafenable Law paffed in Parliament: Is it not at all 
Times abfolytely inconfiftent with the Safety of the Go- 
vernment ; ‘nay, is‘it not in itfelf ridiculous, that Rebels 
and Traitors fhould be tried by a Jury of their own 
Friends and Relations; embarked in the fame wicked De- 
figns, and as much difaffe&ted to the Government, as the 
Prifoners at. the Bar ?. Can it be expected that fuch a Jury 
wilt ever find the Prifoners guilty ; and therefore when 
whole Counties had rebell’d, what could have been more 
reafonable than the fending the Rebels of thofe Counties 
to be tried in other Counties, where an honeft and a dif- 
interefted Jury might be found ; and as that Law was con- 
fined to the Rebels then in Cuflody, or fuch as fhould be 
taken within a fhort Time after, | am furprifed to hear 
it found Fault with, 

We have been told, that the Nation in general defires 
the Repeal of the Septennial_ Law, and that Inftru€tions, 

ave been fent up to feveral Members for that Purpofe. 
As tq the Defire of the Nation in general, it isa Faét not 
eafy to be determin’d ; J donot know but the Mob, I 
mean 
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mean fuch ashave no Bufinefs with Electiotis, thay ge- 
nerally defire the Repeal of this Law, betaufe they would 
then have an Opportunity of petting drunk, committing 
Riots, and living idly, rhuch oftner than they have at 
prefent ; but as to all thofe' who have any Right to vote 
at Eleétions, I am convincéd’ thé Generality of them de- 
fire no fuch Thing, And ‘as for thofe Inftruatioris that 
may have been fent up to Members, no Man is’ ignorant 
how they are ufually obtained: I faw a Copy of One of 
them lately in one of our Evening News-papers, ‘and by 
the Stile of it I may leave any Gentleman to judge, 
what Sort of Perfons they were who fentit, or tather ob- 
tained its being fent. As the Memory of King Willian 
will always, they know, be reverenced in England, by all 
thofe who are attach’d to the true Intereft o theit Coun- 
try, thefe Inflruftions take particular Notice, that thé 
Triennial Law was paffed in thé Reign of our ‘gtéat De- 
liverer, King William, of glorious and immorta? Memo~ 
ry: Bat doos not every Man, who has read the Hiftry of 
his Reign, Know, that that Law was promoted by’ thofe 
who were, ate Friends to the Revolution, bué Ene- 
mies to the then Adminiftration, do'opérdting with thofe 
who werd Enemies to both, 

In fhort, the Septennial Latw, as well as the Riot Ag, 
paffed fot the Safety and Eftablithment of the prefent Go- 
vernment ; and, as I think in my Confcience, the Re- 
peal of either of them would endanger the Government, 
I am therefore heartily again your Queftion. 


oe 2 
Pe” wid» 
STR, . 


“EH E honourable Gentleman whio fpoke taft, in vin- 
dicating, as he call’d it, his leatned Friend, threw 

out a very unfair Refleétion upon the Condu@ ofa wor- 
thy Gentlémian under the Gallery, whof¢ Behaviour in 
Parliament 1 Have been a Witnefs of, and T can fay with. 
out Flattery, it has betn as even and as honourable as the 
Behaviout of any Gentléman in this Hoyfe; and if the 
honourable Gentlénian thinks othérwife, I @4re fay he is 
fingle in his Opinion: He is, I believe, the only, Man, 
either in the Houfe or out of it, who thifiks 3 I with, 

1 








the Behavidur of every one Gentleman, we hot fay 
in this, but in former Parliaments, had beén as unercep 
onable; for if it had, ¥ atm yery fute we would have 


d no Occafion fot this Day" Debate, “ 
' The 
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The Obfervation made by the learned Gentleman, 
which the honourable Gentleman took up fo much Time 
to explain, was without Exception ; it was juit, it was 
plain, and therefore wanted neither an Explanation, nor 
a Vindication ; but what the worthy Gentleman. under 
the Gallery, and others as well as he, took Notice of, 
was an Expreffion that fell from the learned Gentleman, I 
dare fay, without Defign: He faid that we were to have 
tio Dependance updn our Conttituents ; he went further, 
he faid it was a dangerous Dependance; nay, he went 
further ftill, and fuid, it was more dangerous than 2 
Dependance on the Crown : This, my worthy Friend took 
Notice of, and with his ufual Modefty, called it a new 
Doftrine. It is not only a new Doétrine, but it is the 
moft monflrous, the moft flavifh Do€trine was ever heard, 
and fuch a Doftrine as I hope no Man will ever dare to 
fupport within thefe Walls; I am perfuaded the learned 
Gentleman did not mean what the Words he happened to 
make Ufe of msy feem to import ; for though the People 
of a County, City or Bompugh, may be mifled, and may 
be induced to give Inftruftions which are contrary ty the 
true Intereft of their Country, yet I hope he will allow, 
that in Titnes paft the Crown has been oftner mifled; 
and confequently we muft conclude, that it is more apt 
to be mifled in Titne to come, than we can fuppofe the 
People to be. 

_ As to the Contefts about the next Ele&tion, that they 
were begun a long while ago, is a certain Fatt, but who 
the Beginners were, may not be fo certain, or, at leaft, 
hot fo generally known; and the honourable Gentleman 
who: fpoke laft, feemed to be ignorant, or, indeed, ra- 
ther to miftake who were the Beginners of them; but if 
he pleafes to look about him, he may fee one not fur di- 
ftant from him, who, by his Agents, was the firft and 
the principal Beginner of them in mioft Parts of the 
Kingdom. To fee them begin fo feon, is no new Thing, 
it is a ftale minifMerial Artifice 5 it has been praftis’d ever 
fince Septennial Parliaments took Place, and will be prac- 
tis’d as long as'they continue: Minifters of State know 
well how unequal the Contention is between a Country 
Gentleman, who has nothing but his own Eftate (greatly 
exhaufted by the’ many Taxés he pays) to depend on, and 
Minifterial Eleftion-mongers, fupplied by Gentlemen in 
Office, who have for feven Years been heaping up Mo- 
ney for that Purpofe, or, perhaps, fupply’d even by the 
publick Treafure of the Nation , and the feoner this Con- 
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tention begins, the greater Difadvantage the Country 
Gentlemen Jabour under, the more Time thofe Tools of 
Curruption have to pra&tife upon the Eleétors, and te 
difcover where that Money may be placed to the beft 
Advantage, which ‘is iffued for corrupting the People, 
and overturning the Conftitution : From hence it is ob- 
vious who have been, and who will always be the firft 
Beginners of fuch Contentions. 

The learned Gentleman (as well as fome others, par- 
ticularly an honourable Gentleman under the Gallery, 
who fpoke early in the Debate, and who indeed faid as 
much, and in as handfome a Manner as can, in my Opi- 
nion, be faid againft the Queflion) has told us, that our 
Conftitution has been often vary’d 3 and that there was no 
Time when it was fuch as we ought, or would defire, to 
return to. It is not to "be doubted but our Conflitution 
has often vary’d, and, perhaps, there is no Time when 
it was without a Fault ; but’I will affirm, that there is 
no Time in which we may not find fome good Things in 
our Conflitution : There are now, there have been in eve- 
ry Century fo good Laws exifling: Let us preferve thofe 
that are good; if any of them have been abolifhed, ler 
them be reflored, and if any of the Laws now in Being 
are found to be attended with Inconveniencies, let them 
be repealed : This is what is now defired, this is what 
the People have Reafon to expeét from Parliament; there 
is nothing now defired but what the People have a Right 
to; they have now, they always had a Right to frequent 
new Parliaments; and this Right was eftablifh’d and 
confirmed even by the Claim of Rights, notwithftanding 
what the learned Gentleman has faid to the contrary. At 
the Time of the Revolution, nay at the prefent Time, 
at all Times, the Word Parliament, in the common Way 
of Speaking, comprehends all the Seflions held from one 
Eleétion to another: That this is the common Meaning 
of the Word I appeal to every Gentleman in this Houfe ; 
and for this Reafon thofe Patriots, who drew up our 
Claim of Rights, could not imagine that it was necef- 
fary to put in the Word New: They could not fo much 
as dream that the two Words frequent Parliaments, woujd 
afterwards be interpreted to mean frequent Seffions of Par- 
liament 3 but the Lawyers, who are accuflom’d to con- 
found the Senfe of the plaineft Words, immediately found 
out, that a Seffion of Parliament wasa Parliament, and 
that therefore the Words frequent Parliaments, meant only 
frequent Sefions: This Quirk the Lawyers found out im- 
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mediately after the Revolution ; this Quirk the Courtiers 
at that Time caught hold of; and this fet the People 
anew upon the Vindication of their Rights, which they 
obtained by the Triennial Bill: By that Bill the Right 
of the People to frequent new Parliaments, was efla- 
blifh’d in fuch clear Terms as not to be mifunderflood ; 
and God forgive them who confented to the giving it up, 
I am extremely furprifed, to hear it faid, that the 
Triennial Bill was introduced by the Enemies to the Re- 
volution. I will not fay that it was introduced by the 
Courtiers at that Time: We feldom fee fuch Bills intro- 
duced by fuch Gentlemen ; but does not every one know, 
that it was my Lord Somers who was the chief Promoter 
of that Bill, and that moft of thofe who fupported him 
in it, were Gentlemen who had been deeply concerned 
in bringing about the Revolutien? ’Tis true, the Cour- 
tiers oppofed it, and even King William himfelf, by the 
Advice of fome wicked Minifters, refufed to pafs it the 
firft Time it wes offer’d 5 but when it came back again to 
him he was better advifed ; and if he had not paffed ir, 
he had not done what he ought to do, he had not done all 
he came to do, nor that which when he came he pro- 
mifed to do, which was to reftore the People to the ful! 
Enjoyment of all their Rights and Privileges. 
To pretend that the Triennial Bill was introduced with 
a View of diftrefing King William’s Government, is real- 
ly cafling a Refle€tion upon his Government; for to tell 
us, that the People’s claiming thofe Rights, which he 
came to eftablith, was a diftrefling of his Government, 
is to tell us, that his Government was contrary to the 
Rights of the People ; which is, in my Opinion, a very 
high Refle&tion, and fuch a one as the Gentlemen, who 
tell us fo, would not patiently hear caft upon that Reign 
by others. The other Pretence, that Triennial Parliaments 
were the Caufe of his putting an End to the War, or of 
that Treaty which was fo much complained of, is, I am 
fure, as groundilefs ; for the fecond War was begun and 
carry’d on with great Succefs, under the Influence of 
Triennial Parliaments, “till the Ballance of Power was 
fully reflored, and fo firmly eftablifh’d, that France has 
never fince endeavour’d to make the leaft Incroachmene. 
upon any of her Neighbours: What fome Jate Meafures 
may encourage her to do hereafter, I fhall not pretend to 
determine ; but this Nation has ever fince that Fime en- 
yed whit I think I may calla profound Tranquillity, 
which, if the Triennial Law had remained in Force, we- 
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would, I believe, have made a much better Ufe of, than 
we now feem to have done. 

The learned Gentleman has told us, that the Septennial 
Law) is a proper Medium between the unlimited Power 
of the Crown, and the limiting that Power too much 3 
but before he had fixed upon this as a Medium, he fhould 
firft have difcover’d to us the two Extremes. I will rea- 
dily allow, that an unlimited Power in the Crown, with 
Refpe&t to the continuing of Parliaments, is onc Ex. 
treme ; but the other I cannot really find out; for am 
very far from thinking, that the Power of the Crown 
was tco much limited by the Triennial Law, or that the 
Happinefs of the Nation was any Way injured by it, or 
can ever be injured by frequent Ele&tions. As to the 
Power of the Crown, it is very certain, that as long ag 
the Adminiftrition of publick Affairs is agreeable to the 
Generality of the People, were they to chufe a new Par, 
liamenteverv Year, they would chufe fuch Reprefenta- 
tives as would moft heartily concur in every Thing with 
fuch an Adminiftration ; fo that even an Annual Parlia- 
ment could not be any Limitation of the juft Power of 
the Crown ; and as to the Happinefé of the Nation, it ig 
certain, that Gentlemen will always contend with more 
Heat and Animofity about being Members of a long Par- 
liament, than about being Members.of .a fhort ones and 
therefore the Eleétions for a Septennial Parliament muft 
always difturb the Peace, and injure the Happinefs of the 
Nation, more than the Ele€tions for an. Annual or Trien- 
nial Parliament: Of this the Ele@ions in the City of Lox. 
don, mentioned by my worthy Friend, are an evident 
Demonftration. : 

As to the Ele&tions coming on when the Nation is in a 
Ferment, it is fo far from being an Objeétion to frequent 
EleGions, that it is, inmy Opinion, a ftrong Argument 
in Favour of them; becaufe it is one of the chief Sup- 
porters of the Freedom of the Nation. It is plain, that 
the People feldom or ever were in a Ferment, but when 
Incroachments were made upon their Rights and Privi- 
Jeges; and when any fuch are made, it is very proper, 
nay, it is even neceffary, that the People fhould be al- 
lowed to proceed to a new Eleftion, in order that they. 
may chufe fuch Reprefentatives as will do them Juftice, 
by punithing thofe who have been making Incroachmentg 
upon them; otherwife one of thefe two Effeéts may very 
probably enfue; either the Ferment will break out into 
an open InfurreGtion, or the Incroachment that has been 
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made, may happen to be forgot before a new Elefion 
comes on, and then the Invaders of the People’s Rights 
widl have a much better Lay for getting fuch a new Par- 
liament chofen, as will not only free them from all Pu- 
nifhment, but will confirm the Incroachments that have 
been made, and encourage the making of new. Thus the 
Rights of the People may be nibbled and curtail’d by 
Piecemeal, and ambitious Criminals may at laft get them- 
felves fo firmly feated, that it will be out of the Power 
of the People to ftop their Career, or to avoid the Chains 
which they are preparing. 

. Now, to return to the Power of the Crown, which the 
learned Gentleman has told us was too much limited by 
the Triennial Law; 1 think I have made it plain, that 
the juft Power of the Crown cannot poflibly be limited 
by frequent Eleétfons, and confequently could not be too 
much limited by the Triennial Law; but by !ong Parlia- 
ments the Crown may be enabled to afflume, and to make 
Ufe of an unjuft Power. By our Conftitution the only 
legal Method we have of vindicating our Rights and Pri- 
yirere againft the Incroachments of ambitious Mini- 

ers is by Parliament ; the only Way we have of reéti- 
fying a weak or wicked Adminiftration is by Parliament; 
the only effeStual Way we have of bringing high and 
powerful Criminals to condign Punifhment is by Parlia- 
ment; but if ever it fhould come to be in the Power of 
the Adminiftration to have a Majority of this Houfe de- 

nding upon the Crown, or to get a Majority of fuch 
‘Men returned as the Reprefentatives of the People, the 
Parliament will then ftand us in no Stead. It can anfwer 
none of thefe great Purpofes; the whole Nation may be 
convinced of the Weaknefs or the Wickednefs of thofe in 
the Adminiftration, and yet it may be out of the Nation’s 
Power, in a legal Way, to get the Fools turn’d out, or 
the Knaves hanged. 

This Misfortune can be brought upon us by nothing 
but by Bribery and-Corruption ; and therefore there is 
nothing we ought to guard more watchfully againft. And 
an honourable Gentleman who {poke fome Time ago, up- 
on the fame Side with me, has fo clearly demonftrated, 
that the Ele&tions for a Septennial Parliament are more 
liable to be influenced by Corruption than thofe for a 
Triennial, that I am furprifed his Argument fhould be 
miftaken, or not comprehended: But it feems the moft 
certain Maxims, the plaineft Truths, are now to be con. 
troverted or deny’d. It has been laid down as a Maxim, 
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and I think it is a moft infallible Maxim, that a. Man 
will contend with more Heat and Vigour, for a Poft, 
either of Honour or Profit, which he is to hold for a long 
Term, than he will do for one he is to hold for a fhort 
Term. This has been controverted : It has been laid 
down asa Maxim, and I think equally infallible, that 
100 Guineas is a more powerful Bribe than 505 this has 
been deny’d 5 yet nevertkelefs I muft beg Leave to pufh 
the Argument a little farther. 

Let us fuppofe a Gentleman at the Head of the Admi- 
niftration, whofe only Safety depends upon corrupting 
the Members of this Houfe: This may now be only a 
Suppofition, but it is certainly fuch a one as may hap- 
pen ; and if ever it fhould, Jet us fee if fuch a Minifter 
might not promife himfelf more Succefs in a Septennial 
than he could ina Triennial Parliament. It is an old 
Maxim, that every Man has his Price, if you can but 
come up toit: This, I hope, does not hold true of eve- 
ry Man, but I am afraid it too generally holds true 5 
and that of a great many it may hold true, is what, I 
believe, was never doubted of, tho’ I don’t know but it 
may now likewife be deny’d. However, let us fuppofe 
this diftreffed Minifter applying to one of thofe Men 
who has a Price, and is a Member of this Houfe: In 
order to engage this Member to vote as he fhall direé& 
him, he offers him a Penfion of 10007. a Year ; if it be 
but a Triewnial Parliament, will not the Member imme-. 
diately confider within himfelf, If I accept of this Pen- 
fion, and vote according to Dire&tion, I fhall Jofe my 
CharaSter in the Country, I fhall lofe my Seat in Parlia- 
ment the next Eleftion, and my Penfion will then of 
Courfe be at an End; fo that by turning Rogue I fhall 
get but 3000/. this is not worth my while ; and fo the 
Minifter muft either offer him, perhaps, double that 
Sum, or otherwife he will probably determine againft 
being corrupted. But if the Parliament were Septennial, 
the fame Man might, perhaps, fay within himfelf, I 
am now in for feven Years, by accepting of this Penfion 
I fhall have at leaft 7ooo!. this will fet me above Con- 
tempt ; and if I am turn’d out at next Eleétion, I do 
not value it, Pll take the Money in the mean Time, 
Is it not very natural to fuppofe all this ; and does not 
this evidently fhew, that a wicked Minifter cannot cor- 
rupt a Triennial Parliament with the fame Money with 
which he may corrupt a Septennial, 
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Again, fuppofe this Minifler applies to a Gentleman 
who has purchafed, and thereby made himfelf Member 
for a Borough, at the Rate of, perhaps, 1500/. belides 
travelling Charges, and other little Expences: Suppofe 
the Minifter offers him a Penfion of 500/. a Year to en- 
gage his Vote, will not he naturally confider, if it be 
a Triennial Parliament, that if he cannot get a higher 
Penfion he will lofe Money by being a Member; and 
furely, if he bea right Burgefs, he -will refolve not to 
fell at all, rather than fell his Commodity for lefs than 
it coft him; and if he finds he cannot fell at all, he will 
probably give over ftanding a Candidate again upon fuch 
a Footing ; by which, not only he, but many others, 
will be induced to give over dealing in corrupting the 
Eleétors at the next Ele&tion : But in Cafe it be a Septen- 
nial Parliament, will he not then probably accept of the 
5001. Penfion, if he be one of thofe Men that has a 
Price ? Becaufe he concludes thar for 1500/7. he may al- 
ways fecure his Elef&tion ; and every Parliament will 
put near 2000/7. in his Pocket, befides reimburfing him 
all his Charges. After viewing the prefent Queflion in 
this Light, is it poffible not to conclude, that Septennial 
Parliaments, as well as the Ele&tions for fuch, mutt al- 
ways be much more liable to be influenced by Corrup- 
tion, than Triennial, or Ele€tions for Triennial. 

For my own Part, I have been often chofen, I have 
fat in Parliament above thefe twenty Years, and I can 
fay with Truth, that neither at my Eleétion, nor afier 
my Return, no Man ever dared to attempt to let me 
know what is meant by Bribery and Corruption; but 
am forry to hear the Impoflibility of preventing it men- 

tion’d, and mention’d too within thefe Walls. The ho- 

' nourable Gentleman who fpoke laft told us, the Evil of 
Corruption was inevitable: If I were fo unhappy as to 
think fo, I fhould look upon my Country to be in the 
moft melancholy Situation. Perhaps it may be the Way 
of thinking among thofe he keeps Company with ; but £ 
thank God I have a better Opinion of my Countrymen 5 
and fince it appears to be a Way of thinking among fome 
Gentlemen, it is high Time for us to contrive fome Me- 
thod of putting it out of their Power to corrupt the Vir- 
tue of the People ; for we may depend upon this as a cer- 
tain Maxim, that thofe who think they cannot gain the 
Affeétions of the People, will endeavour to purchafe their 
Proftitution ; and the beft Way to prevent the Succefs of 
their Endeavours, is to raife the Price fo high, as to put 
it 
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it out of the Power of any Man, or of any Set of Men, 
tocome up toit. If a Parliament is to be purchafed, if 
Ele&tions are to be purchafed, it is manifeft the corrupt- 
ing of Triennial mutt, upon the whole, coft a great deal 
more than the corrupting of Septennial Eleétions or Par- 
liaments. Therefore, in order to put it out of the Power 
of any Man, or of any Adininiftration, to purchafe the 
Proflitution of a Parliament, or of the People, let. us 
return to Triennial Parliaments ; and if that will not do, 
_Jet us return to Annual Eleétions, which, Eam very cer- 
tain, would render the Praétice of Corruption impofhble. 
This is now the more neceflary, becaufe of the many 
new Pofls and Places of Profit which the Crown has at 
its Difpofal, and the great Civil Lift fettled upon his 
prefent Majeity, and which will probably be continued 
to his Succeffors: This, I fay, urges the neceflity for 
frequent new Parliaments, becaufe the Crown has it now 
more in their Power than formerly, to feduce the Peo- 
pie, or the Reprefentatives of the People, in Cafe any 





future Adminiftration fhould find it neceflary for theic 


own Safety to do fo. 
That the Increafe or Decreafe of Corruption at Elec- 
tions, or in Parliament, muft always depend upon the 
Increafe or Decreafe of Virtue among the People, I fhatl 
readily grant; but it is as certain, that the Virtue of 
almoft every particular Man, depends upon the Temp- 
tations that are thrown in his Way ; and according to the 
Quantity of Virtue he has, the Quantity of the Temp- 
tation muft be raifed, fo as at laft to make it an Over- 
ballance for his Virtue. Suppofe, then, that the Gene- 
rality of the Ele&tors in England had Virtue enough to 
withfland a Temptation of five Guineas each, but not 
Virtue enough to withfland a Temptation of ten Guineas 
one with anothers is it. not then much more probable; 
that the Gentlemen who deal in Corruption may be able 
to raife as much Money once every feven Years, as will 
be fufficient to give ten Guineas each, one with another, 
to the Generality of the Ele&tors, than that they will 
be able to raife fuch a Sum once in every three Years ? 
And is it not from thence certain, that the Virtue of 
the People in general is in greater Danger of being. de- 
ftroy’d by Septennial than by Triennial Parliaments ? To 
fuppofe that every Man’s Vote at an Ele€tion, is like a 
Commodity, which muft be fold at the Market Price, is 
really to fuppofe that no Man hasany Virtue at all; for 
i will aver, that when once a Man refolves to his 
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Vote at any Rate, he has then no Virtue left, which,” which, t 
hope, is not the Cafe of many of our Eleétors, and there- 
fore the only Thing we are to apprehend is, Jett fo high 
a Price fhould be offer’d as may tempt thoufands to fel), 
who had never before any Thoughts of carrying fuch a 
Commodity to Market. This is the fatal Event we are 
to dread, and it is much more to bé dreaded from Septen- 
nial than Triennial Parliaments. If we have therefore any 
Defire :o preferve the Virtue of our People ; if we have 
any Defire to preferve our Conflitution ; if we have any 
Defire to preferve out Liberties, our Properties, and 
every Thing that can be dear to a free People, we ought 
to reftore the Triennial Law ; and if that be found to be 
infignificant, we ought to abolifh Prorogations, and re- 
turn to Annual Eleétions. 

The learned Gentleman fpoke of the Prerogative of 
the Crown, and asked us, if it had Jate'y been extended 
beyond thofe Bounds prefcribed to it by Law. I will 
not fay that there has been Jately any Attempts to extend 
it beyond the Bounds prefcribed by Law ; but I will fay, 
thofe Bounds have been of late fo vatlly enlarged, that 
there feems to be no great Occafion for any fuch Attempt. 
What are the many Penal Laws made within thefe forty 
- Years, but fo many Extenfions of the Prerogative of the 
Crown, and as many Dithinutions of the Liberty of the 
Subject ? And whatever the Neceflity was that brought 
us into the enacting of fuch Laws, it was fatal Neceili- 
ty ; it has greatly added to the Power of the Crown, and 
particular Care ought to be taken not to throw any 
more Weight into that Scale. Perhaps the enafting of 
feveral of thofe Penal Laws might have been avoided 5 
I am perfuaded the ena€ting of the Law relating to 
Trials for Treafon, not only might, but ought to have 
been avoided ;*for tho’ it was but a temporary Law, it 
‘was a dangerous Precedent ; and the Rebellion was far 
from being fo general in any County, as not to leave a 
fuficient Number of faithful Subjeéts for trying thofe 
‘who had committed Aéts of Treafon within the County. 

In former Times the Crown hada large Eftate of its 
‘own; an Effate fufficient for fupporting the Dignity of 
the Crown 3; and as-we had no Standing Armies, nor any 
‘great Fleets to provide for, the Crown did not want fre- 
quent Supplies ; fothat they were not under any Neceflity 
of calling frequent Parliaments ; ‘and as Parliaments were 
‘always troublefome, often dangerous to Miniflers, there- 
= they avoided the — of any fuch as much e 
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fible : But tho’the Crown did not then want frequent ‘ 
Supplies, the People frequently wanted a Redrefs of 
Grievances, which could not be obtained but by Parlia- 
ment ; therefore the only Complaint then was, that the 
Crown either did not call any Parliament at all, or did 
not allow them to fit long enough: This was the only 
Complaint.; and to remedy this, it was thought fufficient 
to provide-for having frequent Parliaments, every one of 
which, ‘twas prefumed, was always to be a new Parlia- 
ment ; for ’tis well known, that the Method of. Proroga- 
tion was of old very rarely made Ufe of, and was firft 
introduced by thofe who were attempting to make En- 
croachments upon the Rights of the People. 

But now the Cafe is alter’d 5 the Crown, either by ill 
Management, or by Prodigality and Profufenefs to its 
Favourites, has fpent or granted away all that Eftate ; 
and the Publick Expence is fo much enlarged, that the 
Crown mutt have annual Supplies, and is therefore under 
a Neceffity of having the Parliament meet every Year, 
but as rew Elcétions are always dangerous as well as 
troublefome to Miniflers of State, they are for having 
them as feldom as poflible; fo that the Complaint is not 
now for want of frequent Meetings or Seffions of Parlia- 
ment, but againft having the fame Parliament continued 
too Jong. This is the Grievance now complain’d of; 
this is what the People defire ; this is what they have a 
Right to have rcedreffed. The Members of Parliament 
may for one Year be look’d on as the real and true Repre- 
fentaties of the People ; but when a Minifter has feven 
Years to praétife on them, and to feel their Pulfes, they 
may be induced to forget whofe Reprefentatives they 
are; they. may throw off all Dependence upon their 
Ele€tors, and may become Dependents upon the Crown, 
or rather upon the Minifter for the Time being, which 
the learned Gentleman has moft ingenuoufly confeffed to 
us, he thinks lefs dangerous than a Dependence upon his 
Eljeors. 

We have been told in this Hotfe, that no Faith is to 
be given to Prophefies, therefore I fhall not pretend to 
prophefy ; but I may fuppofe a Cafe, which, tho’ it has 
not yet happen’d, may poflibly happen. Let us then 
fuppofe a Man abandon’d to all Notions of Virtue or 
Honour, of no great Family, and of but a mean For- 
tune, raifed-to be chief Minifler of State, by the Con- 
currence of many whimfical Events; afraid or unwil- 
ling to truft any but Creatures of his own making, and 
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moft of them equally abandoned to all Notions of Vir- 
tue and Honour ; ignorant of the true Intereft of h's 
Country, and confulting nothing but that of enriching 
and aggrandizing himfelf and his Favourites ; in Foreign 
Affairs trufting none but fuch whofe Education makes: it 
im poffible for them to have fuch Knowledge or fuch Qua- 
lifications as can either be of Service to their Country, 
or give any Weight or Credit to their Negotiations: 
* Let us fuppofe the true Intereft of the Nation by fuch 
Means negleG@ed or mifunderflood, her Honour and Cre- 
dit lott, her Trade infulted, her Merchants plunder’d, 
and her Sailors murder’d ; and all thefe Things over- 
look’d, only for fear his Adminiflration fhould be endan- 
gerd: Suppofe him next poffeifed of great Wealth, the 
Plunder of the Nation, with a Parliament of his own 
chufing, moft of their Seats purchafed, and their Votes 
bought at the Expence of the Publick Treafure: In fuch 
a Parliament, iet us fuppofe Attempts made to enquire 
into his Condu&, or to relieve the Nation from the Di- 
ftrefs he has brought upon it ; and when Lights proper 
er attaining thofe Ends are call’d for, not perhaps for the 

nformation of the particular Gentlemen who call for 
them, but becaufe nothing can be done in a Parliamen- 
tary Way, “till thefe Things be in a proper Way laid 
before Parliament ; fuppofe thefe Lights refufed, thefe 
reafonable Requefis rejected by a corrupt Majority of his 
Creatures, whom he retains in daily Pay, or engages in 
his particular Intereft, by granting them thofe Potts end 
Places which cught never to be given to any but for the 
Good of the Publick : Upon this fcandalous Vittory, let 
us fuppofe this chief Minifter pluming himfelf in De- 
fiances, becaufe he finds he has got a Parliament, like a 
packed Jury, ready to acquit him at all Adventures : 
Let us farther fuppofe him arrived to that Degree of In- 
folence and Arrogance, as to domineer over all the Men 
of antient Families, all the Men of Senfe, Figure or 
Fortune in the Nation ; and as he has no Virtue of his 
own, ridiculing it in others, and endeavouring to deitroy 
or corrupt in all. 

Tam ftill not prophefying, Iam only fuppofing ; and 
the Cafe Iam going to fuppofe I hope never will happen 5 
‘but with fuch a Minifter and fuch a Parliament, !et us 
fuppofe q Prince upon the Throne, either for want of 
true Information, or for fome other Reafon, ignorant and 
unacquainted with the Inclinations and the Intereft of 
his People, weak, and hurry’d away by unbounded Am- 
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bition and infatiable Avarice: This Cafe has never hap- 
y-)din this Nation; I hope, I fay, *twill never exift 5 
but as it is poflible it may, could there any greater Curfe 
happen toa Nation, than fuch a Prince on the Throne, 
advifed and folely advifed by fuch a Minifler, and that 
Minifler fupported by fuch a Parliament. The Nature 
of Mankind cannot be alter’d by human Laws, the Exi- 
ftence of fuch a Prince, or fuch a Minifler, we cannot 
prevent by A& of Parliament; but the Exiflence of fuch 
a Parliament I think we may 3 and as fuch a Parliament 
is much more likely to exift, and may do more Mifchief 
while the Septennial Law remains in Force, than if it 
were repealed, therefore Iam moft heartily for the Re- 
eal of it. 





HL pelle», Ef; 


STIR, ' 

S ti E honourable Gentleman who fpoke Jaft, as he 
always guards what he fays, and fpeaks with fo 
much Deccncy, that no Notice can be taken of it in a 
Parliamentary Way, fo in the laft Suppofitions he was 
pleafed to make, he obferved fo mych Caution, that no 
Obfervations can be made on any Thing he faid, as being 
contrary to the Orders of this Houfe ; yet whatever Sup- 
pofitions he may pleafe to make with Refpe&t to Mini- 
flers, I think he ought not to proceed any higher, and 
therefore I wifh he had fpared the laft: However, as 
thefe Suppofitions, and indeed every other Suppofition 
I have heard, are all imaginary, I fhall take no farther 
Notice of them 3 they were certainly foreign to the Que- 

flion in Debate, and had, I think, been better let alone. 
As tothe Contentions about Eleétions, I fhal] not pre- 
tend to determine by whom they were begun, but I 
think I can eafily account for their having been begun at 
the Time they were, and that in a Method very different 
from that laid down by the honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke Jaft: It is well known what a Spirit, if not of 
Dit. ffefion, f am fure I may fay of Diftraftion, was 
artfully raifed during laft Seffion of Parliament, in moft 
Parts of this Nation, by the Mifreprefen- 
* The Excife. tation of an Affair * before it was well 
underftood, and which, when it came to 
be explain’d, could no Way bear the Meaning they put 
upon it: This was thought a proper Opportunity, by 
thofe who raifed that Spirit, to work upon the Paffions of 
the People, in order to gain their Favour, and to engage 
. ; their: 
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their Votes, neither of whichthey knew they had any 
Chance for in any other Way; and this, 1 really be- 
lieve, was the Reafon why the Contentions about Elec- 
tions began fo early in moft Parts of the Kingdom; f& 
that if the Genticman meant my honourable Friend by 
me, he was very much miflaken ; but if he looks an- 
other Way, and that within his View, he may find out 
the firft chief Beginner of all thefe Diflurbances. 

As to the Quettion itfelf, as I did not intend to have 
troubled you in this Debate, and as the Queflion has 
been already fo fully, and fo handfomely oppofed by the 
honourable Gentleman under the Gallery, and by feveral 
others, I fhall only fay in general, that as Iam not fen- 
fible of any Inconveniencies that attend Septenuial Par- 
liaments, but what would in a much greater Degree at- 
tend Triennial, and as we know from Experience, that 
too frequent Eleftions keep the Nation in a continual 
Ferment, and always muft expofe us to the many Evils 
that enfue from Faétion and Sedition, therefore I thall 
give my Vote againft the Queftion. 


W lea n PLE 








y, Ef; 

SIR, 

Intended from the Beginning, to have fpoke in this 

Debate ; but as I now {peak fo late in it, I can have 
but little new to offer, the Gentlemen who have fpken 
before me, having almoft entirely exhaufted the Argu- 
ment; and I am fure, if thofe who have heard the De- 
bate are to be determined, as I hope they will, by what 
has been offered for and againft the Queftion, it will 
hardly bear a Divifion. However, as I voted fer this 
Bill on a former Occafion, and as the principal, and in- 
deed the only Motive, which made me do fo, now no 
longer fubfifls, I think myfelf obliged thus publickly to 
declare, that I am now as Zealous to have it repealed, as 
I then was to have it enaéted. When a Country, or the 
Government of a Country, is in any iminent Danger, it 
often happens, that People think Regulations neceffary ; 
which, .when the Danger is over, appeat to be attended 
with as pernicious Confequences, as that very Danger 
which they were made to prevent, and in fuch a Cafe, 
furely. every honeft Man muft be as fond of having 


them abolifhed, as ever he was of having them eftas 
blifhed. 


The 
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The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, tho’ he let 
drop fome Expreifions with Relation to that Contention 
already begun about our enfuing Eleftions, which I 
might take fome Notice of, yet as he generally fpeaks 
with very great Candour, I think it would be too fevere 
not to pardon any Slip he may have made in that Re- 
fpe&: But as to the Spirit raifed in the Nation laft Sef- 
fion of Parliament, which he fays was raifed by Mi re- 
prefentation, and was pleafed to call a Spirit, if not of 
Difaffection, at leaft of Diflraftion, Ido not know, but 
it may have been reprefented as fuch in another Place; 
and whether that was a Milreprefentation, I fhall leave 
to the World to judge 5 but of all Mifreprefentations, I 
will fay, the moft criminal is that of mifreprefenting to 
the King the true Sentiments and real Inclinations of 
his People; for, however much fome Gentlemen may 
find their Intereft in it, Iam fure it is not their Duty 
to do fo; but I hope his prefent will always bé*able to- 
diltinguifh, and it is the Duty cf Parliament to inform 
him how to diflinguilh between DifaffeQion to his Go- 
vernment, and Difaffe€tion to his Minifter. If the ho- 
nourable Gentleman thinks, that the Affair which occa- 
fioned the Rife of that Spirit, was at firfl mifreprefert- 
ed, or that it gained any Advantage by being fully ex- 
plained, he is, in the Opinion of, I believe, much the 
greateft Part of the Nation, vaftly miftaken; for, the 
more ferioufly that Affair has been confidered, the more 
fully it has been explained, the more horrible it has 
appeared; fo that the Spirit, which was raifed in Oppo- 
fition to it, was fo far from being unjuflly, or ground. 
lefly raifed, that I believe it would have been for the 
Advantage of the Nation, that a new Eleftion had come 
on, when that Spirit was in its greateft Vigour ; and I 
hope it will not altogether fubfide, till the People have 
fully fecured their Liberties againft all fuch Attempts 
for the future. 

To imagine that frequent Ele&tions fhould ever be- 
come the Caufe of Faétion and Sedition, is, in my Opi- 
nion, fomething very extraordinary 3 for it is certain, 
that Seditions have always proceeded from a general 
Difcontent among the People, and a long Difappoint- 
ment of meeting, in a legal Way, with that Redrefs 
which they had Reafon to expeét ; and till this Difcon- 
tent becomes violent as well as general, no Faétion will 
ever break out into Sedition: Then indeed Faétion be- 
gins to change its Name, and thofe Men, who at firft 
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perhaps with Jufticeswere charged with being factious, 
become then the Patrons and the Protettors of the Rights 
of the People, and of the Liberties of their Country 5 
for nothing can be called Faétion, but when a Set of 
Men combine and unite together againft a wife and a 
jutt Government, which no Government can be, that 
difobliges and irritates the Generality of the People. 
The certain and the only Way therefore of preventing 
Sedition, and difappointing Fa€tion, is to give the Peo- 
ple frequent Opportunities of reprefenting their Grie- 
vances, and obtaining Redrefs in that legal Way which 
is prefcribed by the Conflitution of their Country. Such 
a Way ought certainly to be eftablifh’d, and is eflablifh’d 
in every wife Conftitution ; otherwife the People will 
feek that by Sedition, which they find they cannot ob- 
tain by Law; and the Method which is eflablifhed by 
our Conflitution, is by a Parliament chofen by the free 
and uncorrupted Voice of the People ; therefore, in 
Order to ayoid Sedition, every Thing ought to be care- 
fully avoided, which may tend to the interrupting the 
free Choice of the People ; and the oftner this Choice is 
made, the better our Country is guarded againft Sedi- 
tion ; becaufe, in a long Parliament the People may in 
the Beginning of it be difobliged 3 they may defpair of 
obtaining Redrefs from.that Parliament, and before the 
End their Difcontents may become fo violent, as to break 
out in Seditions and Infurre€tions. 

Fa&tion and Sedition are two Words that have always 
been made Ufe of by the Advocates-for arbitrary Power, 
in order to induce the People that give up thofe Privi- 
leges upon which their Liberties depended, or to divert 
’ them from reaffuming, or vindicating thofe which had 
been before foolifhly given up, or unjuflly ufurped and 
taken from them 3. but it is to be hoped, thofe two hi- 
deous Words will never in this Country have the defired 
Effe&t. It has been already fully fhewn, that the Elec- 
tions for a long Parliament muft always be attended with 
more violent Heats and Animofities, than the Elections 
for a fhort ; confequently the Country mutt always be 
more expofed to Fa&tions and Seditions by the former, 
than by the latter : Ido not know, but the Eleétion fora 
Parliament may come at laft to be like the Ele&tion of a 
King of Poland ; it may be always attended with a civil 
War, perhaps with an unwelcome Vifit from fome of 
our Neighbours: Therefore if the Fears of Faétion and 
Sedition be any Argument againft frequent Eleftions, as 
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good an Argument may from therice be drawn againtt 
eleAing any new Parliament st all; fo. that I do not 
know but I may fee a Propofition made for continuing 
our Seats in the Houfe for Life ; and after that, it may 
be thought proper to make a Law for tranfmitting them 
‘ to our Heirs, nay even to our Executors or Admini- 
ftrators. at's t 

An honourable Gentleman feem’d much furprifed that 
the Riot A& fhould have been mentioned upon this Oc- 
cafion, or that any Gentleman fhould have the leatt 
Thought of having it repealed. I declare, upon my 
Honour, that of all the Aétions I ever did in my Life, 
there is not one I more heartily and fincerely repent of, 
than my voting for the pafling of that Law. 1 believe 
Tam as little fufpested of Difaffettion to his Majefty or 
his Family as any Manin the Kingdom ; it was my too 
great Zeal for his illuftrious Family tranfported me to 
give that Vote, for which I am now heartily grieved : 
But even then I never imagined it was to remain a Law 
for ever; no! this Government is founded upon Re- 
fiftance 5 it wis the Principle of Refittance that brought 
about the Revolution, which cannot be juflified upon 
any other Principle. Is then Pafive Obedience and Non- 
refiftance to be eftablifhed by a perpetual Law, by a Law 
the moft fevere and the moft atbitrary of any in Enz- 
land, and that under a Government which owes its very 
Being to Refiftance? The honourable Gentleman who 
firft mentioned it faid very right, It is a Scandal it 
fhould remain’ in our Statute Books; and I will fay, 
they are no Friends to his Majefty or to his Govern- 
ment who defire it fhould; for it deftroys that Principle 
upon which is founded one of his beft Titles to the 
Crown: While this remains a Law, we cannot well be 
cannot well be called a free People ;' 4 little Juftice of 
the Peace, affifled perhaps by a Serjeant and a Parcel of 
Hirelines, may almoft at any Time have the Lives of 
twenty Gentlemen of the beft Families in Eng/and in his 
Power. 

As to Bribery and Corruption, it has been fo fully and 
fo clearly demonftrated that Septennial Parliaments are 
more liable than Triennial to be influenced by fuch bafe 
Methods, that I fhall conclude with obferving what 
every Gentleman I believe is fenfible of: It is come to 
a mofl intolerable Height ; in many, nay in moft Parts 
of our Conflitution, we.are funk to the loweft and vileft 
D egs of Corruption; and if fome extraordinory Event 
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do not prevent it, our Conftitution will foon be irrecoves 
rably loft. 


sli Mr. creeds of the paclogas 
T DO affure ou, I did not intend to have troubled 

you in this Debate, but fuch Incidents now generally 
happen towards the End of our Debates, nothing at all 
relating to the Subjeét, and Gentlemen make fuch Sup- 
pofitions, meaning fome Perfon, or perhaps, as they fay, 
no Perfon now in Being, and talk fo much of wicked 
Minifters, domineering Minifters, Miniflers pluming 
themfelves in Defiances, which Terms, and fuch like, 
have been of late fo much made Ufe of in this Houfe, 
that if they really mean no Body either in the Houfe 
or out of it, yet it muft be fuppofed they at leaft mean 
to call upon fome Gentleman in this Houfe to make 
them a Reply 5 and therefore I hope I may be allowed 
to draw a Pifture in my Turn; and I may likewife 
fay, that I do not mean to give a Defcription of any 
particular Perfon now in Being. When Gentlemen talk 
of Minifters abandoned to all Senfe of Virtue or Honour, 
other Gentlemen may, Iam fure, with equal juftice, 
and, I think, more juftly, fpeak of Anti-minifters and 
Mock-patriots, who never had either Virtue or Honour, 
but in the whole Courfe of their Oppofition are aftuated 
only by Motives of Envy, and of Refentment againit 
thofe who have difappointed them in their Views, or 
may not perhaps have complied with all their Delires. 

But now, Sir, let me too fuppofe, and the Houle be- 
ing cleared, I am fure no Perfon that hears me can come 
within the Defeription of the Perfon Iam to fuppofe: 
Let us fuppofe in this, or in fome other unfortunate 
Country, an Anti-minifter, who thinks himfelf a Per- 
fon of fo great and extenfive Parts, . and of fo many emi- 
nent Qualifications, that he looks upon himfelf as the 
only Perfon in the Kingdom capable to conduét the pul- 
lick Affairs of the Nation, and therefore chriflening 
every other Gentleman, who has the Honour to be em- 
ployed in the Adminiftration, by the Name of Blunderer = 
Suppofe this fine Gentleman lucky enough to have 
gained over to his Party fome Perfens really of fine 
Parts, .of ancient Families, and of great Fortunes, and 
others of defperate Views, arifing from difappointed 
and malicious Hearts ; all thefe Gentlemen, with re- 
fpe&t to their political es meved by him, and 
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by him folely's all they fay, either in private or pub- 
lick, being only a Repetition of the Words he has put 
into their Mouths, and a {pitting out that Venom which 
he bas infufed into them; and yet we may fuppofe 
this Leader not really liked by any, even of thofe who 
fo blindly follow him, and hated by all the reft of Man- 
kind: We'll fuppofe this Anti-minifler to be in a Coun- 
try where he really ought not to be, and where he 





could not have been but by an Effeét of too much’ 
Goodnefs and Mercy, yet endeavouring with all his‘ 


Might and with all his Art, to deftroy the Fountain 
from whence that Mercy flowed: In that Country fup- 
pofe him continually contrafting Friendthips and Fami- 


liarities with the Ambaffadors of thofe Princes who at 


the Time happen to be moft at Enmity with his own; 


and if at any Time it thould happen to be for the’ 


Intereft of any of thofe foreign Miniflers to have a 
Secret divulged to them, which might be highly pre- 
judicial to his native’ Country, as well as to all its 


Friends ; fuppofe this foreign Minifter applying to him, ' 


and he anfwering, Vl get it you, tell me but what you 


want, I'l] endeavour to procure it for you : Upon’ 


this he puts a Speech or two in the Mouths of fome 
of his Creatures, or fome of his new Converts; what 
he wants is moved for in Parliament, and when fo very 


reafonable a Requeft as this is refufed, fuppofe him and’ 


his Creatures and Tools, by his Advice, fpreading the 
Alarm over the whole Nation, and crying out, Gentle- 
men, our Country is at prefent involved in many dan- 


gerous Difficulties, all which we would have extricated. 


you from, but a wicked Minifter and a corrupt Majority 
yefufed us the proper Materials; and upon this fcanda- 
Jous Vitory, this Minifter became fo infolent as to 
plume himfelf in Defiances: Let us farther fuppofe 
this Anti-minifler to have travelled, and at every Court 
where he was, thinking himfelf the greateft Minitter, 
and making it his Trade to betray the Secrets of every 
Court where he had before been 3 void of all Faith or 
Honour, and betraying every Mafler he ever ferved. 
IT could carry my Suppofitions a great deal farther, and 
1 may fay I mean no Perfon now in Being; but if we 
can fuppofe fuch a one, can there be imagined a greater 
Di'grace to Human Nature than fuch a Wretch.as this ? 
Now, to be ferious, and to talk really to the Subje&t 
in Hand: Tho” the Queftion has been already fo fully 
and fo-handfomely oppofed by my worthy Friend under 
1 the 
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the Gallery, by the learned Gentleman near me, and by 
feveral others, that there is no great Occafion to fay any 
: Thing farther ‘againft it; yet as fome new Matter has 
.been ftarted by fome of the Gentlemen who have fince 
that Time fpoke upon the other Side of the Queftion, 
I hope the Houfe will indulge me the Liberty of giving 
-fome of thofe Reafons which induce me to be againtt 
the Motion. In general I muft take Notice, that the 
Nature of our Conftitution feems to be very much mitla- 
ken by the Gentlemen who have fpoken in favour of this 
Motion, It is certain, that ours is a mixt Governmenr, 
and the Perfeétion of our Conflitution confifls in this, 
t the Monarchial, Ariflocratical and Democratical 
orms of Government are mixt and interwoven in ours, 
fo as to give us all the Advantages of each, without fub- 
jecting us to the Dangers and Inconveniencies of either. 
he Democratical Form of Government, which is the 
only one_I have now Occafion to take Notice of, is lia- 
le to thefe Inconveniencies, That they are generally 
too tedious in their coming to any Refolution, and fel- 
dom brisk and expeditivus enough in carrying their Re- 
folutions inte. Execution: That they are always waver- 
ing. in their Refolutions, and never fleady in any of 
the Meafures they refolve to purfue; and that they are 
often involved: in Faétions, Seditions and Infurrefions, 
which expofes them to be made the Tools, if not the 
Prey of their Neighbours: Therefore in all the Regula- 
tions we make, with refpett to our Conflitution, we are 
to guard againft running too much into that Form of 
Government which is propertly called Democratica!: This 
was, in my Opinion, the Effeét of the Triennial Law, and 
will again be the Effeét, if ever it fhould be reflored, 
» That Triennial Ele&tions would make our Government 
too tedious in all their Refolves is evident, becaufe in 
fuch Cafe, no prudent Adminifiration would ever re- 
folve upon any Meafure of Confequence, till they had 
felt not only the Pulfe of the Parliament, but the Pulfe 
of the People; and the Minifters of State would always 
Jabour uuder this Difadvantage that as Secrets of State 
muft not be immediately divulged, their Enemies (and 
Enemies they will always have) would have a Handle 
for expofing their Meafures, and rendering them dif- 
agreeable to the People, and thereby carrying perhaps a 
new Ele&tion againfl them, before they could have an 
Opportunity of juftifying their Meafures, by divulging 
thole Facts and rere from whence the fuflice 
2 and 
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and the Wifdom of their Meafures would clearly ap- 
ar. 

Then, it is by Experience well known, that what 
is called the Populace of every Country, are apt to be 
too much elated with fuccefs, and too much deje&ed 
with every Misfortune, this makes them wavering: in 
their Opinions about Affairs of State, and never long of 
the fame Mind ; and as this Houfe is chofen by the free 
and unbyaffed Voice of the People in general, if this 
Choice were fo often renewed, we might expe&, that 
this Houfe would be as wavering, and as unfleady as the 
People ufually are; and it being impoffible to carry 
on the publick Affairs of the Nation without the Con- 
currence of this Houfe, the Minifters would always be 
obliged to comply, and confequently would be obliged to 
change their Meafures as often as the People changed 
their Minds. 

With Septennial Parliaments we are not expofed to 
either of thefe Misfortunes, becaufe, if the Miniflers, 
after having felt the Pulfe of the Parliament, which 
the can always foon do, refolve upon any Meafures, 
they have generally Time enough before the new Elec- 
tion comes on, to give the People a proper Informa 
tion, in order to fhew them the Juftice and the Wifdom 
of the Meafures they have purfued ; and if the People 
fhould at any Time be too much elated, or too much de+ 
je&ted, or fhould without a Caufe change their Minds, 
thofe at the Helm of Affairs have Time to fet them 
right, before a new Ele&tion comes on. 

As to Faétion and Sedition, I will grant that is Mos 
narchial and Ariflocratical Governments, it generally 
arifes from Violence and Oppreffion ; but in Democra¢ 
tical Governments, it-always arifes from the People’s 
having too great a Share in the Government ; for in alf 
Countries, and in all Governments, there always will be 
many fa€&tious and unquiet Spirits, who can never be at 
Reft, either in Power or out of Power: When in Power 
they 2re never eafy, unlefs every Man fubmits entirely 
to their Dircétion ; and when out of Power, they are 
always working and intriguing againft thofe that are in, 
without any Regard to Juftice, or to the Intereft of 
their Country: In popular Governments fuch Men have 
tou much Gante, they have too many Opportunities for 
working upon and corrupting the Minds of the People, 
in order to give them a bad Impreflion of, and to raife 
Difcontents againft thofe that have the Management of 
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‘the publick Affairs for the Time; ard thefe Difcontents 
often ‘break out into Seditions and Infurreftions. This 
would in my Opinion be our Misfortune, if our Parlia- 
‘ments were either Annual or Triennial : By fuch frequent 
Ele&tions, thete would be fo much Power thrown into 
the‘Hands*of the People, as would deflroy that equal 
Mixtute, which is'the Beauty of our Conflitution: In 
thort,iour Government would really become a Democra- 
tical Government, and might from thence very proba- 
bly diverge into a tyrannical. Therefore, in order to 
. preferve our Conflitution, in order to prevent our fall- 
ing under Tyranny and arbitrary Power, we ought to 
preferve that Law, which I really think has brought 
our Conftitution to a more equal Mixture, and confe- 
quently to a greater Perfe@tion than it was ever in before 

that Law took Place. 
As to Bribery and Corruption, if it were poffible to 
influence, by fuch bafe Means, the Majority of the 
Eleftors of Great Britain, to chufe fuch Men as would 
probably give up their Liberties, if it were poffible to 
influence by fuch Means, a Majority of the Members of 
this Houfe to confent to the Eftablifhment of Arbitrary 
Power, I fhould readily allow, that the Calculations 
made by the ‘Gentlemen of the other Side were juft, and 
their Inference true ; but I am perfuaded that neither of 
thefe is poffible. As the Members of this Houfe gene- 
rally are, and mutt always be, Gentlemen of Fortune 
and Figure in their Country, is it poflible to fuppofe, 
that any of them could by a Penfion or a Poft be influ- 
enced to confent to the Overthrow of our Conftitution, 
by which the Enjoyment, not only of what he got, but 
of what he before had, would be render’d altogether 
precarious. I will allow, that with Refpeé to Bribery, 
the Price muft be higher or lower, generally in Propor- 
tion tu the Virtue of the Man who is to be bribed ; but 
it muft likewife be granted, that the Humour he hap- 
pens to be in at the Time, the Spirit he happens to be 
endow’d with, adds a great deal to his Virtue: When no 
Incroachments ‘ate made upon the Rights of the People, 
when the Péople do not think themfelves in any Dan- 
ger, there may be many of the Ele€tors, who, by a 
Bribe of ten Guineas, might be induced to vote for one 
Candidate rather than another; but if the Court were 
making any Encroachments upon the Rights of the Peo- 
_ple, a proper Spirit would, without Doubt, arife in the 
Nation, and in fuch a Cafe I am perfuaded that none, or 
; very 
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very few, eveh of fuch Eleétors, could) be: induced to 
vote for a Court. Candidate, no not. for ten Times the 
Sum. 1) 

There: may be fome Bribery and Corruption, in, the 
Nation, I am afraid there. will always befeme ; but it is 
no Proof of it that Strangers are fometimes,chofen; for 
a Gentleman may have fo much natural Influence over.a 
Borough. in his Neighbourhood, as tobe; able to prevail 
with them to chufe any Perfon he pleafes to recommend 5 
and if wpon fuch Recommendation they chufe one or 
two of his’Friends, who are perhaps Strangers to them, 
it is not from thence to; be inferred, that the two. Stran- 
gers were chofen’ their Reprefentatives by the Means of 
Bribery and Corruption. 

To infinuate that Meney may be iffued from the pubr 
lick Treafury for bribing Ele&tions, is really fomething 
very extraordinary, efpecially:in thofe Gentlemen who 
know how many Checks are upon every Shilling .that 
can be iffued from thence ;,and how regularly the Mo- 
ney granted in one Year for the Service of the Nation, 
mutt always be s¢counted for the very next Seffion in this 
Houfe, and likewife in: the other, if they have a Mind 
to call for any fuch Account. And as to the Gentlemen 
in Offices, if they have any Advantage over Country 
Gentlemen, in having fomething elfe to depend on be- 
fides their own private Fortunes, they have likewife 
many Difadvantages : They are obliged to live here: at 
London with their Families, by which they are put to a 
much greater Expence, than Gentlemen of equal For: 
tune who live in the Country: This lays'them under a 
very great Difadvantage, with RefpeSt to the fupporting 
their Intereft in the Country : The Country Gentleman, 
by living among the Ele€tors, and purchafing the Ne- 
ceffaries for his Family from them, keeps up an Ace 
quaintance and Correfpandence with them, without put- 
ting himfelf to any extraordinary Charge ; whereas a 
Gentleman who lives in London, has no other Way of 
keeping up an Acquaintance and Correfpondence among 
his Friends in the Country, but by going down once or 
twice a Year, ata very extraordinary Expence, and often 
without any other Bufinefs; fo that we may conclude, 
a Gentleman in Office cannot, even in feven Years, fave 
much for diftributing in ready Money, at the Time of 
an Eleétion ; and I really believe, if the Faét were nar- 
rowly enquir’d into, it would appear, that the Gentle- 
men in Office are as little guilty of bribing their Eleors - 
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with ready Money, as any other fet of Gentlemen in the 
Ringdom. 

Thait'there are Ferments often raifed among the Peo- 
ple without any juft Caufe, is what I am furprifed to 
hear controverted, fince very late Experience may con- 
vinceus of the contrary : Do not we know what a Fer- 
ment was raifed in the Nation towards the latter End of 
the late Queen’s Reign ? And it is well known what a 
fatal Change in the Affairs of this Naticn were intro- 
duced, or at leaft confirmed “by an Ele&tion coming on 
while the Nation was in that Ferment: Do not we 
know what a Ferment was raifed in the Nation foon after 
his fate Majefty’s Acceffion ? And if an Eleétion had 
then been allowed to come on while the Nation was in 
that Ferment, it might perhaps have had as fatal Efictts 
as the former ; but, thank God, this was wifely provi- 
ded againft by the very Law which is now wanted to be 
repealed. 

Ut has, indeed, been faid, that the chief Motive for 
ena&ting that Law now no longer exifls : I cannot admit 
that the Motive they mean was the chief Motive ; but 
even that Motive is very far from having entirely ceafed. 
Can Gentlemen imagine, that in the Spirit raifed in the 
Nation not about a Twelvemonth fince, Facoditi/m and 
Difaffeftion to the prefent Government had no Share ? 
_Perhaps' fome who might wifh wel] to the prefent E- 
ftablifhment did ap wae) nay, I do not know but 
they were the firft Movers of that Spirit ; but it cannot 
be fuppofed that the Spirit then raifed fhould have 
grown up to fuch a Ferment} meerly from a Propofition 
which was honeftly and fairly laid before the Parliament, 
and Jeft ‘entirely to their Determination ! No, the Spirit 
was, perhaps, begun by thofé who are truly Friends to 
the illuftrious Family we have now upon the Throne ; 
but it was raifed to a much greater Height than, I be- 
Jieve, even they defign’d, by “facodites, and fuch as are 
Enemies to our prefent Eftablifhment, who thought they 
never had a fairer Opportunity of bringing about what 
they have fo long and fo unfuccefsfully wifhed for, than 
that which had been‘ furnifli’d them by thofe who firft 
raifed that Spirit, I hope the People have now in a 
great Meafure come to themfelves, and therefore I doubt 
not but the: next Eleétions will fhew, that when they 
are left to judge coolly, they can diftinguith between the 
xeal and the pretended Friends to the Government: But 
1 muft fay, if the Ferment then raifed in the Nation had 
not 
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not already greatly fubfided, I fhould have thought a 
new Eleétion a very dangerous Experiment ; and as fuch 
Ferments may hereafter often happen, I muft think that 
frequent Ele€tions will always be dangerous 3, for which 
Reafon, in fo far as I can fee at prefent, I fhall, I be- 
lieve, at all Times think it. a very dangerous Experi- 
ment to repeal the Septennial Bill. ‘ 





Thefe were the only Gentlemen who fpoke in this 

ebate, except E aH ey, Efq; and W—~-m 
Sh——v, Efq; who both {poke in favour of. the Queftion,, 
after Mr. C———is, and before Col. B——-n 5 and Sir 
E——d S———ty, who fpoke likewife in favour of 
it, and next after Sir W———m Y——ze. 


Upon a Divifion, the. Queftion pafs’d in the Negative,’ 
247 again 184. 


As this was a Queftion of: the utmoft Confequence, we here 
give our Keaders a compleat Lift of thofe who uoted for 
and againft it. 


she Sp Ee Sr Sey Ph Sip Lap ep ehep ep tchp 


Members who voted for repealing, the Septennial A&t, 
Thofe marked * fpoke.in the Debate, 


Bedford fhire. Cambridgefhire. 
Harles Leigh, E/q; * Sir John Hynde Cotton 
Sir Jer. Van. Sambrook.| Tho. Sclater Bacon, E/q; 
Berks. Chefkire. 
Wincomb Packer, E/q5 * Cha. Cholmondeley, E/q3- 
——— Archer, E/q5 Sir Robert Grofvenor 
George Lewen, E/q; Sir Charles Bunbury 
Bucks. Cornwall. ; 
Sir William Stanhope * Sir John St. Aubin 
Sir Thomas Lee Sir William. Carew 
Henry Waller, E/qs Arthur Tremaine, E/q; 
‘Sir Charles Vernon Hugh Bofcawen, E/q;. . 
Marmaduke Allington, E/g; | Sidney Meadows, Ef . 
Thomas Lutwich, E/q; Philip Hawkins, Eq; 
Lord Vifcount Limerick } Sir Cecil Bifhop 
Edmund Waller, E/q; Jonathan Rathleigh, E/q; 
Sir Thomas Hobby Sir William Morrice- 
Henry 
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Henry Vane, Ef; 
Cumberland. 
John Hilton, E/q; 
Derdyfhire. 
Lord James Cavendith 
Charles Stanhope, E/g; 
Devonfhire. 
Sir William Courtney 
Henry Rolle, E/q: 
Francis Drew, E/q; 7 
Theophilus Fortefcue, E/q; 
John Fuller, E/q; 
Sit Humphry Monoux 
Richard Reynell, E/q; 
Richard Coffin, E/q; 
Dorfetfhire. 
George Chaffin, E/q; 
Edm. Moreton Pleydell, E/q; 
John Brown, E/q; 
Sir Edward Desbouverie 
John Banks, E/q; 
: Durham. 
George Bowes, E/q; 
Robert Shaftoe, E/q; 
Effex. 
Sir Robert Abdy 
Thomas Bramfton, E/q; 
Gloucefter fhire. 
Benjamin Bathurft, E/7; 
Thomas Matters, E/q; 
Peter Bathurft, E/q; 
:. Herefordfhire. 
* Edward Harley, E/q; 
Velters Cornwall, E/q; 
Thomas Winford, E/q; 
Lord Bateman 
Hertfortfhire. 
Sir Thomas Seabright 
Charles Cefar, E/q; 
John Merril, E/g; 
; Huntingtonflure. 


_ John Bigg, E/q; 

Edward Wortley, E/g; 
Kent. 

Sir Roger Meredith 

Sir Edward Deering 





William Levinz, E/g; 
I 


John Finch, E/q; 
-Lancafhire. 

* Sir Edward Stanley 

Richard Shuttleworth, E/g; 

Nicholas Fazakerley, E/y; 

Sir Thomas Lowther 

* William Shippen, E/; 

Legh Mafters, E/y; 

Peter Bold, E/q; 

Thomas Lifter, E/7; 

Sir Thomas Afton 
Leicefterfhire. 

Ambrofe Phillips, E/9; 

Sir George Beaumont 

George Wright, E/g; 
Lincolnfhire. 

Sir Thomas Saunderfon 

Robert Viner, E/q; 

Charles Hall, E/q; 

Lord Colerain 

John Page, E/g; 

Robert Shirley, E/9; 

Sir Michael Newton 
Middlefex. 

Sir Francis Child 

* Sir John Barnard 

Micajah Perry, E/j; 


} Humphry Parfons, £/9; 


Monmouth fhire. 
* Lord Noel Somerfet 
Norfolk. 
Str Edmund Bacon 
Northamptonjhire. 
Siv Juftinian Ifham 
Thomas Cartwright, Eg; 
Jo. Banks, E/q; 
Armftead Parker, E/g; 
George Compton, F/45 
Dr. Lee 
John Fynch, E/; 
Northumberland. 
Ralph Jenifon, E/q; 
Nicholas Fenwick, &/¢; 
Lord Morpeth 
Nottinghamjhire. 
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Oxon. 
Sir William Stapleton, 
Henry Perrot, E/q; 
Lord Cornbury 
George Clark, E/j; 
Thomas Rownev, F/q; 
John Spencer, E/q; 
Salop. 
John Walcot, E/g; 
Will. Lacon Child, E/q; 
Sir. John Aftley 
Richard Lyfter, E/q; 
Sir John Charleton 
Somer fetfhire. 
* Sir William Wyndham 
Thomas Horner, E/qs 
Robert Gay, E/q; 
Thomas Edwards, E/q; 
Thomas Palmer, E/qs 
Alexander Lutterel, E/q; 
Thomas Crifp, E/q; 
Michaej Hervey, E/q; 
Southamptor. 
Anthony Henley, F/q; 
ofeph Taylor, E/y; ‘ 
Jon Chetwynd, E/q3 
Sir John Barrington 
William Powlett, Efy; 
Staffordfhire. 
Will. Lev. Gower, E/q; 
Sir Walter Bagott 
Geo. Venables Vernon, Efy; 
Lord Chetwynd 
Jofeph Nightingale, E/q; 
Bapt. Levifon Gower, E/,; 
John Ward, E/q; 
Lord Inchequin 
Suffolk. 
Sir Robert Kemp 
Sir Jermyn Davers 
Philip Brooke, E/q; 
Thomas Wyndham, F/q; 
William A@on, E/q; 
Robert Kemp, F/¢; 
Sir John Wikiiams 





Surrey. 
Thomas Scawen, E/q; 
Thomis Inwen, E/q; 
yn Cocks, E/q; 
illiam Newland, E/q 
Suffex, 
Samuel Ongley, E/q; 
Lord Vane 
Waranickfhire. 
Edward Digby, E/q; 
Sir Charles Mordaunt 
Sir William Keyte 
* William Bromicy, E/q; 
Wefimoreland. 
* Walter Plummer, E/g; 
Wiltfhire. 
John Ivory Talbot, E/q; 
John How, E/q; 
* George Heathcote, E/qs 
Francis Anneiley, E/q; | 
Francis Seymour, E/q;, 
Thomas ‘Harrifon, E/q; 
Edward Lifle, E/g; 
Worcefterfhire . 
Samuel Sandys, E/qs 
Edward Foley, E/q3 
Sir John Rufhout 
York/hire. 
Sir Henry Slingsby 
William Aiflabie, E/qs 
John York, E/q; 
* William Pultney, E/g5 
- Cinque Ports, 
George Berkeley, E/qs 
Henry Furnefe, E/q; 
Philip Gybbon, E/q; 
Wales. 
Lord Bulkley J 
Will.Gwyn Vaughan, E/q3 
Richard Lloyd, E/qs 
* Watkin Will. Wynn, E/g; 
John Myddleton, E/q5 
Sir Roger Moftyn 
Buffy. Manfel, E/¢; 
Price Devereux, E/ys 
Erefmus Phillips, E/g3 
Scotland, 
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_. Scotland: 

John Cockburn, E/q; 
Robert Dundafs, E fq; 
Thomas Erskine, E/q; Cap- 

tain in the Army 
' Sir George Mackenzie 
Sir James Dalrymple 
Captain Dalrymple 





Colonel Dalrymple 
William Duff, E/q; 
John Murray, E/4; 
Sir John Bruce 


TELLERS. 
Sir John St. Aubin 
William Bromley, E/g; 


ar ep Se a Ee Sr SS i 


Members who voted againft repealing the Septennia!l Ac. 


, . Thofe mark’d * fpoke in the Debate. 


Bed fordjfhire. 
IR Rowland Alfton 
John Orlebar, E/q; 
Berks 


Lord Vere Beauclerc, Com- 
miffioner of the Navy 
William Hucks, E/g; Brewer 
to the King’s Heufhold 
Robert Hucks, E/j; his Son 

»f Bucks. — 
Thomas Ingoldesby, E/j; 
Cambridgefhire, 
Thomas Towpihend, Efq; 
Teller of the Exchequer 
.. . Cornrall. 
Thomas Clutterbuck, E/7; 
Commiifioner of the ,Ad- 
- Miralty 
Colonel Cope, Colonel of a 
_ Regiment ; 
Edward Walpole, E/; Joint 
Secretary of the Treafury 
and Colle&ter inward of 
_ the Cuffoms 
Sir J. Heathcote 
John Evelyn, E/g; Groom 
of the Bed-chamber to 
the Prince. 
i Harris, E/q; 
ord Glenorchy 





———Corbet, E/g; Under- 
fecretary of the Admi- 
taltyv 

Themis Hales, E/g; Clerk 
of the Green-cloth 

* John Willes, E/g; Attor- 
ney General 

Thomas Walker, E/j; Sur- 
veyor General of his Ma- 
jefty’s Land Revenues 

Ifaac Leheup, E/q; 

Charles Longueville, E/q; 
Auditor to the Queen 

Matt. Ducie Moreton, E/q; 

John Goddard, E/g; Com- 
miffioner to fettle the 
Merchants Loffts by the 
Spaniards 

John Hedges, E/g; Treafu- 
rer to the Prince 

Major Cholmondeley, E/); 
Governor of Cie/ter Cattle 

Sir Robert Rich, Colonel! of 
Horfe, and Groom of the 
Bed-chamber to the King 

Henry Knollys, E/o; 

Richard Elliot, E/g; Audi- 
tor to the Prince 

Dudley Ryder, E/gy Solici- 
tor General 


Ta Henry 
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Henry Kelfal, E/q; Clerk of 
the Treafury 
Thomas Farrington, E/q; 
Receiver of the Revenues 
in Wales 
Thomas Herbert, E/q; 
William Eat, E/q; 
Thomas Coplefton, E/q; a 
Place in Ireland 
Cumberland. 
Colonel Howard, 
of the Guards 
Devonfhire. 
Sir Charles Wills, Colonel 
of the Guards, and Lieu- 
tenant General of the 
Ordnance 
Sir Henry Gough 
Robert Byng, E/7; Commif- 
fioner of the Navy 
Arthur Stert, E/g; Commif- 
fioner ‘to fettle the Mer- 
' chants Loffes by the Spa- 
niavds 
Richard Edgecomb, E/q; 
Vice-treafurer of Ireland 
* Sir William Yonge, Com- 
miffioner of the Treafury 
George Treby, E/g; Matter 
of the Houtheld 
Sir Archer Croft, Commif- 
fioner of Trade 
Colonel Morden 
Sir Francis Drake 
Dor fetfhire.. 
George Trenchard, E/q; 
Thomas Windham, E/q; 
Holt Henly, E/q; Clerk of 
the Pipe 
Thomas Pearfe,. Commif- 
fioner of the Navy 
George Doddington, E/q; 
John Jewkes, E/q; - 
illiam Bowles, E/q; 
Stephen Fox, E/q; 
Nathaniel Gould, E/q; 


Colonel 


John Bond, E/q; 
Edward Tucker, E/g; 
Effex. 

Stamp Brooksbank, E/qs 

Samucl Tufnel, F/q,; Com- 
miffioner for fettling Com- 
mercé 

Hen. Parfons, E/g; Commif- 
fioner of the Vi€tualling 

Lord Egmont 

Sir Philip Parker. 

Gloucefter fhire, 

Colonel Berkley 

Sir J. Dutton ah 

Charles Selwin, E/q; Equer- 
ry to the Queen 

.George Read, E/q; Major of 
the Guards 

Herefordftire. 

Lord Carnarvon, Lord of 
the Bed-chamber to . the 
Prince 

Sir George Cafwall 

Uvedal Price, E/q; 

Hert fordfhire, 

Lord Grimftone 

Thomas Clark r 

eorge Harrifon, E/q; 
Huntingtonfire. 
Robert Pigott, E/q; 
Kent. 

Sir John Jennings, Governor 
of Greenwich Hofpital 

Thomas Hope, E/q; 

Sir Geo. Saundets, Commif- 
fioner of the Admiralty 
Richard Evans, E/g; Depu- 
ty Governor of Sheernefs, 
and Captain of Dragoons 

Lancafhire. 

Chriftopher Towers, E/g; 
Reverfionary Auditor of 
the Imprefts , 

Siy Roger Bradfhaigh 

Lord Galway 

Sir Harry Houghton 

Leicefterfiire 
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Leicefterfhive. 

Lord Will. Mannors, Lord 
of the Bed-chamber to the 
King 

Lincolafhire. 

George Monfon, E/y; 
Middlefex. 
William Clayton, E/q; Com- 

miffioner of the Treafury 

Sir John Eyles 

Nor folk. 

Walter Bacon, E/q; 

* Sir Rob. Walpole, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, 
and Lord of the Treafury 

Sir Charles Turner, Teller 
of the Exchequer 

William Townfhend, E/y; 
Groom of the Bed-cham- 
ber to the Prince 

Horatio Walpole, E/q; Cof- 
ferer 

Sir Edmund Bacon, who 
hath a Grant of Crown 
Lands at Chatham 

Charles Fitzroy, E/q; Cor- 
net and Mafier of the 
Tennis-Court - 

Charles Churchill, E/q; Col. 
of Dragoons, and Gover- 
nor of Plymouth 

Northamptonfhire. 

Colonel Montague, Colonel 
of a Regiment, and Go- 

. vernor of Hu’) 

Northumberland. 

Sir William Middleton 

William Carr, E/g; 

* Sir Thomas Robinfon 

George Liddel, E/g; 

Nottinghamfhire. 

Thomas Bennet, E/q; 

Sir Robert Clifton 

& White, E/q; 
rigadier Sutton, Governor 


of Guernfey 
i x 2 





James Pelham, E/g; Secre- 
tary to the Prince, and to 
the Lord Chamberlain 

Rutlandfhire. 
William Burton, F/g; 
Thomas Noel, E/g; 

Salop. 

Henry Arthur Herbert, E/g; 

Samuel Edwards, E/g,; Un- 
der Teller of the Exche- 
quer 

Robert Moore, F/y; 

John Plumtree, E/g; Trea- 
furer of the Ordnance 
Somerfetthire. 

John Scrope, E/g; Secretary 

of the Treafury 

Genera! Wade, Governor of 
Fort William 

William Piers, E/j; 

George Speke, E/q; 

George Doddington, F/j; 
Commiffioner of the Trea- 
fury 

Francis Whitworth, E/g; 
Surveyor of his Majetty’s 
Woods 

Charles Lockyer, E/q; 

Thomas Medlicot, E/q; 
Commiffioner of the Re- 
venues in Ireland 

Southampton. 

Lord Harry Pawlet, Com- 
mifioner of the Admi- 
ralty 

Sir John Cope 

Norton Pawlet, E/9; 

George Bridges, E/q; 

Sir Charles Wager, Commif- 
fioner of the Admiralty 

Paul Burrard, E/g; 

Maurice Bockland, E/g; 

George Huxley, E/g; Mu- 
fler-mafter Genera! 

* Martin Bladen, Efo; Cum- 
miffioner of Trade 

Cha, 
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Cha. Armand Powletr, E/js 
Lieut. Colonel of Horfe 
Grenadiers. 

Philip Lloyd, E/9; Captain 
of Dragoons 

Jof. Hingman, E/o; Wood- 
ward of New Foreft 

* John Conduit, E/g; Mafter 
of the Mint 

John Selwin, E/g; Treafurer 
to the Queen 

James Brudenell, E/g,; Com- 
mifiioner of Trade, and 
Groom of the Bedchamber 

Staffordhire. 

Richard Plumpss®/7; 

Suffolk. 

William Woollafton, E/9; 

Sir George Downing 

Captain‘ Purvis 

Jackfon, E/q; 

Carteret Leathers, E/7; 

Colonel Cornwallis 

* J.hn Cornwallis, E/q; E- 
querty to the Prince 

Thomas Hervey, E/q; E- 
querry to his Majetty 

Thomas Norton, E/g; Lieut. 
Gov. of Chrifi’s Hofpital 

Surrey. 

Sir Jofeph Eyles 

Sir Orlando Bridgman,Com- 
miffioner of Trade , 

Sir William Clayton 

Colonel Onflow 

Henry Vincent, £/y; 

Paul Docminique, E/q; 
Commiffioner of Trade 

Suffex. 

* Henry Pelham, E/q; Pay- 
mafter of the Army 

James Butler, E/q; 

James Lumley, E/q; 

Henry Ingram, E/g; Com- 
miffary of the Stores at 
Gibraltar 





Charles Eversfield, E/q; 
Sir Richard Mill 
Tho, Pelham ot Lewes, E/j; 
Tho. Pelham of Stanmer, 
Ef; | 
John Gould, Ef; 
James Hofte, E/qs 
Jofeph Danvers, E/9; 
| Thomas Bladen, E/q; 
Lord Shannon, Captain of a 
Troop of Guards 
Warwick/hire. 
Sir Adolphus Oughton 
Weftmoreland. 
Anthony Lowther, E/7; 
Daniel Wilfon, E/q; 
John Ramfden, E/q; 
Wiltfhire. 
Thomas Lewis, E/q; 
Robert Herbert, E/q; Come 
miffioner in Freland 
Thomas Martin, E/q; 
Townfhend Andrews, Efq; 
Deputy Pay- matter 
Horatio Townfhend, E/7; 
Edward. Athe, E/j; Coni- 
miffioner of Trade 
William Ducket, E/q; Ma- 
jor of the Horfe Grena- 
diers 
William Wardour, Ef; 
Francis Eyles, E/q; Captain 
in the Army 
Gabriel Roberts, E/7; 
Giles Erle, E/q; Clerk of 
the Green-cloth ,; 
Rawlinfon Erle, E/q; Clerk 
of the Ordnance 
Chrif. Tilfon, E/g; Clerk 
of the Treafury 
Sir Tho. Read, Clerk of the 
Green-cloth 
William Sloper, E/q; Depu- 
ty Cofferer 
Matthew St. Quintin, E/q; 


John St. John, E/q; 
; Joho, 
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John Crofs, E/q; 
Thomas Gibfon, E/q; 
Worcefterfhire. 

Sir R. Lane 

Thomas Winnington, E/q; 
Commiffioner of the Ad 
miralty 

John Rudge, Efq; » 

Crew Offley, E/y; Gentle- 
man of the Privy-Cham- 
ber 

Yorkfhire. 

Sir George Saville 

Cho! mondeley Turner, E/Q; 

Sir William Milner 

. Edw. Thompfon, F/g; Com- 
miffioner of ViGualing 

——— Maifter, Efq; 

George Crowle, F/q; Com- 
miffioner of Viétualling 

Richard Arundel, E/q; Surv. 
General of the Works 

William Thompfon, E/; 

Sir Conyers Darcy, Comp- 
troller of the Houthold 

Colonel Pulteney, Equerry 
to the King 

James Tyrrel, Ef; Colone) 
of a Regiment 

Geo. Greg ry, E/q; Store 
Keeper of the Ordnance 

Henry Finch, E/q; 

Sir William Wentworth 

Sir Tho, Frankland, Com. 
miffioner of the Admiralty: 

Charles Stanhope, E/9; 

William Jeffop, E/g; Puifne 
Judge of Chefter 

Sir Charles Hotham, Col. 
of a Regiment,and Groom 

of the Bedchamber 

Leonard Smelt, E/y; Clerk 
of the Ordnance 

Henry Pierce, E/q; 

* Sir Williaro Lowther 

Colonel Mordaunt - 


Cinque Ports. 
Thomas Pelham, E/9; 
Jofiah Burchet, E/g; Secre= 

tary to the Admiralty 
William Glanville, E/g; 
Capt. Hercules Baker 
Robert Briftow, E/g; Clerk 
of the Green-cloth 
Pe.er Walter, E/j; 
Sir William Gage 
Hay, E/q; 
Wales. 
Hugh Williams, E/j; 
Lord Lisburne 
Sir Nicholas Williams 
Arthur Bevan, E/y; 
Capt. John Grifiith 
Thomas Wynne, E/q; Clerk 
of the Green-cioth 
Salusbury Lloyd, E/g; 
John Campbell, E/g; 
William Owen, E/i; 
Sir Humphry Howarth 
Thomas Lewis, E/j; Clerk 
of the Bills of the Cu- 
ftoms 

Scotland, 

Sir James Campbell 

Colonel John Campbel! 

Charles Ereskine, E/y; So- 
licitor - General for Scot 
land . 

Alexander Brodie, E/y; Lion 
King at Arms 

Sir Jamee Grant 


| Colonel J. Scott ¥ 


Lord Archibald Hamilton, 
Commiffioner of the Ad- 
miralty 

LAlexander Himilton, E/q; 

Robert Douglafs, E/g; 

James. Rutherford, E/y; 

rd. Cunningham, E/g; Com- 
miffury of the Mutlers in 
Scotland 





| Sir J. Fergufon 
: Colonel 
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Colonel Middleton Duncan Forbes, E/j; Advo” 
William Stewart, E/j; Pay-| cate of Scotland 
matter of the Penfions Danie] Campbell, E/q; - 
Colonel Anftruther, Deputy | Sir Robert Monro 
Governor of Minorca Sir J. Nafmith 
Major Sinclair 
Peter Campbell, E/j; TELLERS. 
John Drummond, F/q; Com- | Sir William Yonge 
miffary for fettling Com- | Sir Thomas Robinfon. 
merfe 








On Monday the 18th of March, the Houfe of Com- 
mons came to the following Refolutions, and made the 
following Orders, viz. 

Refolved, nem. con. 

That an humble Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, 
to congratulate his Majefty on the happy Nuptials of 
the Princefs Royal, and his Highnefs the Prince of O- 
range. 

Order’d, 

That the faid Addrefs be prefented to his Majetty, by 
fuch Members of this Houfe as are of his Majeity’s Moft 
Hon. Privy Council. 

Refolved, nem. con. 

That this Houfe do congratulate her Majefty on thefe 

happy Nuptials. 
Order'd, 

That the Lord William Manners, Mr. Bromley of Cam- 
bridgefhire, Sir William Yonge, Sir Fohn Rufhout, Sir Ed- 
‘ward Stanley, Mr. Clutterbucke, Sir George Saville; Sit 
William Clayton, Sit John Heathcote, Mr.: Lewis of Sober- 
ton, Mr. Duncombe, and Sit James Campbell, do attend her 
Majetty with this Congratulation. 

Refolved, nem. con, 

That a congratulatory Meffage be fent to the Princefs 
Royal and his Highnefs the Prince of Orage, on this 
happy Occafion. 

Order’d, nem. con. 

That a Bill be brought in for exhibiting a Bill in this 
ptefent Parliament, for naturalizing his Highnefs the 
Prince of Orange. 

The Houfe of Lords came likewife to the fame Sort of 
Refolutions with Refpe&t to the Congratulations upon 
this Occafion. 

The above-mentioned Bill relating to the Prince of O- 
range was brought in and paffed the next Day. It _ 
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then order’d to be carry’d up to the Houle of Lords, 
where it was likewife paffed, and returned back to the 
Comimons on Wednefday the 20th’; and on the ait, his 
Majefty came to the Houfe of Peers, and gave the Royal 
Affent to it, and the following publick Bills, viz. 

An Aét for granting and continuing the Duties upon Salt, 
‘and Red and White Herrings, for the further Term of fever 
Years, and for_licenfing the ere€ting new Refineries of Rock 
Salt in the Counties of Effex and Suffolk. And, 

An A& for punifhing Mutiny and Defertion, and for the 
better Payment of the Army and their Quarters. 

The fame Day a Bill was brought down from the 
Lards, entitl’d, 40 Act for naturalixing the Moft Serene 
Prince Willian Charles Henry Frifo, Prince of Orange 
and Naffau, which was that Evening three tims read by 
the Commons, arid pafled Nemine Contradicente. 

On Thurfday the 28th of March his Grace the D—ke 
of N————/e, one of his Majefty’s principal Secretaries 
df State, acquainted the Houfe of Lords, that he had a 
Meffage from his Majefty to that Houfe, fign’d by his 
Majefty, which he prefented to that Houfe, and the fame 
being read by the Lord Chancellor was to the Effeét as 
follows, viz. é : 
_ That as the War which had broke out in Europe, 
gnapp ily continued, his Majefty had nothing more at 

éart than to fee that Flame extinguifh’d, and to avoid, 
if poffible, the engaging his Subje&ts in the Hazards and 
Expence of a War; being at the fame Time defirous, 
neither to give any jut Alarm to other Nations, nor to 
fubjeé&t himfelf to any unprovok’d Infults. 

hat to the End his Majefty’s Endeavours, in Con- 

jun&ion with his Allies, for procuring an Accommoda- 
tion, might in due Time have the defird Effect; and 
that his Majefty might be in Condition to make good 
fuch Engagements as Honour, Juftice and Prudence might 
call upon him to fulfil and contraét ; and that his King- 
doms might not be left expofed to any defperate Attempts, 
during fuch Time, as it might be impoflible for his Ma- 
jefty to have the immediate Advice and Afiittance of his 
gréat Council, upon any Emergency arifing from the 
prefent Pofture of Affairs in Europe, which might near- 
ly concern the, Intereft and Safety of thefe Kingdoms ; his 
Majefty hoped that he fhould be enabled and fupported 
ys Parliament, in making fuch further Augmentation 
of “his Forces either by Sea or Land, as might be abfolute- 
ly neceffary for the wae and Defence of his King- 
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dims, and in‘concerting fuch Meafures as the Exigency 
of Affairs might require. 

That whatever Expence fhould be thereby occafioned, 
fhould be made in us frugal a Manner as was poffible, and 
that an Account thereof fhould be laid before the next 
Parliament. 

This Mefflage the Houfe Refolved to take into Confide- 
ration the next Day, and accordingly the next Day, be- 
ing Friday the 29th, the Houfe proceeded to take the 
faine into Confideration; and the D—ke of N————/e 
flood up and {poke to the Effect as follows, viz. 





My Lords, 

A’ his Majefty has been always careful not to put his 

People to any greater Expence, than what was ab- 
folutely neceffary for their own Safety, fo in the Begin- 
ning of this Seflion of Parliament, he asked for no great- 
er Augmentation either of Land or Sea Forces than what 
he thought was neceffary for the Defence of this Nation 5 
and after mature Deliberation, his Majefty’s Demands 
upon that Occafion were thought fo juft and reafunable, 
that they were agreed to by both Houfes of Parliament, 

There was then, my Lords, a War broke out in Europe, 
which made it neceflary for us to make fome little Addi- 
tion to our Naval Force at home, and to the Garrifons of 
our fortified Places abroad ; but as we did not ftand oblig’d 
by any former Engagement to take any Share in that War, 
therejore the Expence we have as yet put ourfelves to 
upon that Occafion is but very inconfiderable ; and as his 
Majefly has not yet engaged himfelf upon either Side of 
the Queftion, as there has not fince any Altaration hap- 
pened with refpeé& to the Circumftances of Great Britain 
in particular, fo his Majefty does not think it neceflary 
for us to put ourfelves immediately to amy greater Ex- 
pence than what was judged to be neceffary; but as the 
Fate of War is very uncertain, and as the Liberties of 
Europe very much depend upon the Event of the pre- 
fent War, therefore it is impoifible to forefee but that his 
Majefty may be obliged to take fome Share in the War, 
in order to preferve the Ballance of Power, on which de- 
pend the Liberties of Europe, and confequently the Li-. 
berties of this Kingdom. 

If then, my Lords, upon any future and fadden Emer- 
gency, his Majefty fhould find himfelf under a Neceflity 
of immediately joining either one Side or the other, we 
may mofl certainly expe&t, that thofe he joins againft 
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will endeavour to infult or invade this Nation, efpecially 
if they know that we are no Way prepared for our own 
Defence: Nay, I do not know but that our continuing 
neutral may difoblige both Sides; and if either can ex- 
peét to engage this Nation in their Favour, by producing 
a Change in our Government, they will probably for that 
Purpofe Attempt to invade us, if they fhould be encoura- 
ged to make fuch anAttempt by our prefent Government's 
not being ina proper Condition to refifi'them. There is 
not indeed any Occafion at prefent to fear fuch Attempts ; 
there is not the Jeaft Appearance that any of the Powers 
now engaged in War will attempt tv offer us any Infults 
but as the Politicks and Refolutions ef Foreign Courts 
are not to be depended on, as no Perfon can pretend to 
forefee every Thing that may happen, his Majefty is 
willing to have it in his Power to provide in Time again 
the worft; and I think we are in Duty bound to enable 
him fo to do; therefore I hope your Lordfhips will agree 
to the Motion I am to make, which is, That an humble 
Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Majefty, declaring 
our Duty and Fidelity to him, and the entire Confidence 
we repofe in his Royal Care and Wifdom, and in his En- 
deavours for the Security of his Kingdoms, and for reflo« 
ring the Peace of Europe; to exprefs the juit Senfe we 
have of his Majefty’s Attention to the true Interefl of 
his People, in previoufly taking the Advice of this 
Houfe, in order to make the necefflary Provifions againft 
any Emergencies arifing from the prefent Pofture of A ffairs 
in Europe, efpecially during the Interval of Parliament ; 
to defire his Majefty to make fuch Augmentation of his 
Forces by Sea or Land, as his Majefty thal] judge necef- 
fary, and to concert fuch Meafures as the Exigency of 
Affairs fhall require; and to affure his Majefty, that 
this Houfe will not be wanting in their Duty, in effec- 
tually enabling his Majefty to make good al! the extraor- 
dinary Expence that may be incurred, and to fulfil al! the 
Engagements that may be entered into by his Majetty, 
for the Honour, Intereft and Defence of his Kingdoms. 





‘To which the Lord C———t replied in the following 


Words. 
My Lords, 
$ no Sort of Informationhas been given to this Houfe 
about the prefent State of our foreign Affuirs, or a- 
bout the Engagements we now lie under with refpect to 
all or any of the ——— in War: As every 
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Thing tending to give us fach Information has been denied, 
it cannot be expetted that I, or any other Lord, who hag 
not had the Honour to be admitted into that Secret, fhould 
fpeak fo fully to the prefent Queftion as we might other- 
wife have done. As for myfelf, I think I cannot {peak 
properly to it, in any other Way than as it relates to 
our own Conftitution, and in that Light I cannot but 
be againft it s for it muft be admitted, ‘that the Demand 
now made upon us isa Demand of a very extraordinary 
Niuture; it is fuch a Demand as ought never to be com- 
plied with, but when the Nation is in the moft immi- 
nent Danger, and even in fuch a Cafe, the Reafons for 
apprehending fuch a Danger ought to be communicated 
to this Houfe in a regular Manner, before we can either 
in Honour or Duty comply with it, 

It has always, my Lords, been admitted, that Speeches 
from the Throne are to be looked on as Speeches from 
the Miniflers of State : Upon this Footing it is that this 
Houfe has always, with a great deal of Freedom, taken 
fuch Speeches under their Confideration ; and I muft be 
of Opinion that Meffages from his Majefty to this 
Houfe are to be Icoked on in the fame Manner; for 
which Reafon, I hope, the Duty or the Kefpe& we owe 
to his Majefty will not be mentioned in the prefent De- 
bate. No Man can be more ready than I am to grant 
every Thing to his Majefty that fhall spear to be necef- 
fary for the Support of his Crown and Dignity; but 
whatever is to be grantcd for that Purpofe, ought to be 
granted in a regular Manner, and according to thofe 
Methods and Forms which our Anceflors have laid down 
for the Prefervation of our Conflitution; and even in 
that Way, it is inconfiflent with the Honour and Dignity 
of this Houfe to make any fuch Grant upon a mere 
Suggeftion from the Minifters that it is neceffary. No, 
my Lords, the Reafons, the Caufes of that Neceflity ought 
to be laid before the Houfe, and then every Lord in this 
‘doufe may depend upon his own Judgment; whereas 
he who agrees to fuch a Grant without. any fuch Infor- 
mation, cannot be faid to depend “upon his own Judg- 
ment, but upon that of the Minjfters for the Time 
being. ; , ; 

Iam, my Lords, fincerely of Opinion that the Nation 
ought to be put in a much better State of Defence: It is 
what ought.to have been done before now; but why was 
not this propofed at the Beginning of the Seflion? Is 
there any Thing has happened fince that Time which 
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can alter any Man’s Opinion in this Refpeft, or can 
make him believe that itis now become more neceffary 
than it was at thet Time? If any ‘uch Propofition had 
then been made, both Houfes of Parliament would have 
had Time to have taken the State of the Nation, with 
refpe&t both to our foreign and domeftick Affairs, into 
their Confideration, and might eafily have provied in a 
regular and ufual Manner for putting the Nation into a 
proper State of Defence ; but the negletting to make any 
fuch Propofition at that Time, and the bringing it in 
now by Way of Surprife upon us, when it cannot be fo 
‘much as pretended that we have any Thing now to ap- 
prehend which we ought not then to have apprehended, 
really feems as if fome Gentlemen were afraid left we 
fhould refolve to examine narrowly into the prefent 
State and Condition of our Affairs; and this, I think 
ought to be a Reafon rather for our refufing than for our 
agreeing to any fuch irregular and precipitate Refolu- 
tion as is now propofed to us. 

‘But, my Lords, fuppofe that it was not then neceffary 
to put the Nation intu a better State of Defence than 
what was at that Time propofed ; fuppofe that it is not 
even now -neceflary to make any new Addition to our 
Forces, either by Sea or Land, but that the fame may 
become neceflary in a Jittlhe Time; why may we not 
provide for fuch an Accident, according to the regular 
Courfe of proceeding in Parliament? What Neceflity is 
there for putting fo fpeedy an End to this Seflion of Par- 
liament? Why may we not take Time to bring in a Bill 
for doing whatever hall appear to be neceffary for provi- 
ding againft any fuch Emergency? By fuch a Method of 
Proceeding, both Houfes will havé Time to call for and 
examine fuch Things as may be neceffary for giving 
them an Infight into our Circumftances both abroad and 
at home: And if from fuch an Enquiry it fhall appear 
abfolutely neceflary to give his Majefty the ample and 
unlimited Power now demanded, is it to be fuppofed 
that any Lord in this Houfe, or any Member of the 
other, will be more ayerfe to the granting of fuch a 
Power, when the Neceflity for doing fo is mace appear 
tohim, than he was before that Neceility was made ap- 
parent, or indeed any the Jeaft Reafon for it afligned ? 

I will grant, my Lords, that the Fate of War is un- 
certains I will likewife grant, that the Event of the 
prefent War is of the utmoft Confequence to the Liber- 
ties of Europe, and confequently to this Nation: But his 
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Majeity has told us, that he is not engaged as yet to 
take any Share in the War: Suppofe then that this Par- 
liament were diffolved, and a new one fummoned; that 
new Parliament may meet in two Months Time, and in 
that Time it is impoflible that any Emergency can hap- 
pen of fuch Confequence as to oblige his Majefty imme- 
diately to join either of the Parties now engaged in 
War. The Ballance of Power in Europe may be over- 
turned, but it cannot be fo fuddenly overturned as not 
to give his Majefty an Opportunity of having the Ad- 
vice and Affiftance of a new Parliament, before he de- 
clares himfelf of either Side of the Queftion: In which 
Cafe that new Parliament may, and certainly will pro- 
vide both for the Safety and Honour of this Nation, in 
that proper and regular Method which ought to be ob- 
ferved by every Parliament. 

The Safety and Defence of the Nation is always to be 
provided for ; but as there is at prefent no Neceflity for 
doing it in any extraordinary Manner, do not, my Lords, 
jet us de it in the unprecedented Manner now propofed. 
Our agreeing to this Propofition, would, in my Opinion, 
my Lords, be a moft certain Prelude toSlavery: "I'would 
be a giving up of all our Liberties at once; "twould be a 
putting an abfolute Power into the Hands of the Crown, 
to continue till next Seflion of Parliament, which would 
be a moft dangerous Precedent ; for as fuch are generally 
improved, it may foon after be granted for a longer 
Term, and fo may at laft be made perpetual. I call it, 
my Lords, an abfolute Power, becaufe we not only give 
a Power of raifing Forces both by Sea and Land, without 
Limitation, but we give an unlimited Credit for borrowing 
Money, and we promife to make good whatever fhall 
be fo borrowed. I hope your Lordfhips will confider, 
That the Liberties of this Nation do not fo much de- 
pend upon our Charters or our Statute Books, as upon 
that of the People’s keeping, the Purfe in their own 
Hands; and if once the People fhould be brought into 
the Way of giving anticipated Promifes, they may at 
Jaft be induced to give the Purfe entirely out of their 
Hands, which would put an End to all our Liberties at 
orfce. 

It has always been reckoned, my Lords, one of the - 
chief Safeguards of our Conftitution, that the King can- 
not raife and keep up a Standing Army in Time of Peace, 
without the Confent of Parliament; but if the Parlia- 
ment fhould once come into the Way of granting, —- 
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Time to Time, an unlimited Power to raife and keep 
up what Number of Forces, by Sea or Land, the Mini- 
fters for the Time being may think proper, I would be 
glad to know of what Ufe this Limitation upon the 
Crown can be of, with refpe& to our Conflitution ? And 
if by Means of fuch a Power our Conflitution fhould ever 
be overturned, would not the Parliament which had 

ranted it be juflly deemed the Betrayers of thofe why 

d trufted their All to them? We have not, thank 
God, my Lords, any Thing to fear from any Power that 
may be granted to his prefent Majefty; but if fuch a 
Precedent fhould be made, and in any future Reign a 
Set of Men fhould be at the Head of the Adminiftration ; 
who had difobliged the whole Nation, who had Reafon 
to fear that fuch a new Parliament would be chofen as 
- would cal] them to en Account; would not they, in Pur- 
fuance of this Precedent, endeavour to get fuch a Power 
as this from the laft Seffion of the expiring, Parliament ? 
They would then let the new Elettions go on, they 
would ufe all. Means and Methods to corrupr and influ- 
ence them; but if after all they fhould fee fuch a new 
Parliament chofen as would call them to an Account, 
and punifh them for their Wickednefs, what then can 
we fuppofe they would do? Would {not they make Ufe 
of the Power fo treacheroufly granted to them, and raife 
fuch an Army as might enable them to govern without 
any Parliament at al)? So that I muft look upon the Pro- 

fition now. before us, as laying a Foundation for fome 

uture Adminiftration to trample upon our Conftitution 
by the Power. of an Army, whenever they fhall find 
they cannot trample upon it by the Power of Bribery 
and Gorruption. 

Befides, my Lords, I do not think that what is now 
propofed is legal : I do not really think that any Thing 
can be legally done in Purfuance of it, if it fhould be 
agreed to; for it is certain that no Forces can be raifed 
or kept up in this Nation in Time of Peace, but by Con- 
fent of Parliament ; and the only proper Way of obtain- 
ing that Confent always was fuppofed to be by A&@ of 
Parliament. We leave already, my Lords, paffed the 
Mutiny Bill ; and if any new Forces fhould be raifed in 
Purfuance of this Refolution, I do not know if they 
could be comprehended under that Law ; for as a certain 
Number is thereby limited, if any more thould be raifed, 
I doubt much if they could, without a new Aét of Par- 
liament, be fubjefted to the Martial Law. 
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I have faid, my Lords, that the Propofitién now be- 
before us, isa moft unprecedented Method of providing 
for the Defence of the Nation : It is fos: it is:a Method 
which was never before pra@tifed. In all foritter Times, 
when this Nation has betn threatened with any great 
and ithminent Danger, which made it ‘neceffary that 
forhe extraordinary Steps fhould be taken; if it hap- 
pened in Time of Parliament; the King always came ot 
fent to Parliament, and not’ only told us we were in 
Danger, but how we were in Danger, that froin theticé 
we might judge whether the Danger was fo immineat 
as to make fome extraordinary Steps nécéffary 5 “and 
when it was judged fo, proper Meafures have always 
thereupon been immediately conterted for obviating that 
Danger; but now it feems, my Lords, we are to agreé 
to a moft extraordinary Meafure; without any Reafon af- 
figned, without fo much as a Pretence that we are in 
any imminent Danger; nay; we are even told that we 
are not in any imminent Danger; we afte told that we 
are not at prefent in Danger of any Infults or Invafions 
from abroad, and I am furé we are not in Dangér of any 
Infurre&tions at home, unlefs they thould be oécafiuried 
by ‘our agte¢ing to this Propofition: Theréforé, my 
Lords, asno Reafon has been affigned, as I fee no Rea- 
fon for our coming into any extraordinary Meafute at’ 
prefent, I cannot but be againft the Motion. 





We are obliged to break off the Debates for want of Room 
in this Regifler 5 Sut in our next ‘hall fini the Proceédings 
of the laft Parliament, and give fack other remarkable Tranj- 
aétions as fhall happen before that Time, 


FINIS 








